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Ambassador William Wilson,
College President Thomas Dillon and Mrs. Dillon

on Good-Will Mission to Vatican City
Dr. Dillon’s first-hand report:

Last October, my wile, Terri, and I were treated to a unique and unforgettable
trip, when College Board member William Wilson, the first U.S. Ambassador to
the Holy See, took us to Rome. This was an invaluable opportunity to tell the
Holy Father and others in the Vatican about our College and its loyalty to the Pope
and the teaching Church.

In the late 1960s, the leading U.S. Catholic colleges and universities imple-
mented what was known as the “Land O’ Lakes Statement,” which declared that to
perform its teaching function effectively a Catholic college must be autonomous
and free from any outside influence, whether lay or clerical. That statement was a
declaration of independence from the teaching Church.

On the other hand, the lounders of Thomas Aquinas College contended that
for a school to be Catholic it must educate under the light of the Catholic faith. In
our view, academic freedom must be grounded in faithfulness to Christ and His
Church, because education is ordered to learning truth, and Christ 1s the Truth
that sets us free. This was the chiel premise ol our 1969 founding document, A
Proposal [or the Fulfillment of Catholic Liberal Education.

Twenty-one years later, John Paul Il articulated this same premise in his Apos-
tolic Constitution on Catholic universities, I'x Corde FEcclesiae. Our founders had,
in fact, anticipated what the Holy Father was to say about the nature of Catholic
education — and this is what we wanted to convey to him by our visit. In addition,
I wanted him to know he had the prayerful support of our enlire community, as
shown by a large spiritual bouquet we had gathered for him, and I wanted to ask his
prayers for our beloved chaplain, Fr. Thomas Conn, who was dying of cancer.

\

(L to R: Mrs. Dillon, Cardinal Ratzinger, Dr. Dillon, Ambassador Wilson)

Upon our arrival in Rome, Ambassador Wilson graced us with exceptional
hospitality and helped assure that we were warmly received throughout the Vatican.
During our whirlwind 8-day (rip, we met with top Vatican officials and were treated
to private tours throughout the Vatican. It scemed as il everywhere we went, people
had heard of Thomas Aquinas College and held it in high esteem: the College’s
reputation had preceded us.

Our first visit was with Cardinal Pio Laghi, Prefect of the Congregation for
Catholic Education, who 1s responsible for implementing Ex Corde Leclesiac.
Cardinal Laghi, who had been Ambassador Wilson’s counterpart as the first Apos-
tolic Pro-Nuncio to the U.S., had known of the College and its faithfulness (o the
Magisterium. I gave him our lounding document, and we discussed the problems
in Catholic higher education in America. He understood these problems and was
enthusiastic about the College’s response.

Ambassador Wilson also introduced us to Cardinal Ratzinger as coming from
“the best Catholic college in the United States.” We met with Cardinal Ratzinger
for about 45 minutes, as I talked to him about the College, and thanked him [or his
work [or the Church. He agreed with our understanding of Catholic education
and was pleased to learn of the number ol religious vocations from the College. 1
was particularly impressed by his intelligence, his kindness, and his receptivity. He
expressed fondness for our graduate, Michael Waldstem (class ol 777), who is Presi-
dent of the International Theological Instutute near Vienna, and mdicated that he
would like to visit our College some time — something I encouraged him to do.

Pope John Paul IT receives the College’s founding document, which anticipated by twenty-
one vears his Apostolic Constitution on Catholic higher education, Ix Corde Ecclesiac.

Ambassador Wilson introduced us to numerous other key ligures in the Vatican,
such as Cardinal William Baum (Preflect lor the Commission on the Penitentiary),
Archbishop John Foley (Pontifical Secretary for Communications), and Msgr. James
Harvey (the Vatican’s Deputy Secretary of State). We also visited with Bishop
Murphy (Vicar General of the Boston Archdiocese), Stefano Falez (Ambassador
to the Holy See for the Knights of Malta), and officials at the Gregorian University,
the Legionaries of Christ seminary, the North American College, and Athenaeum
of the Holy Cross, the Opus Dei university. We also enjoyed secing a few ol our
College alumni studying in Rome: Fr. Phil Chavez ('86), Pia DeSolenm (°96), and
Bill Dunn (97).

We were overwhelmed with sights as we toured the Sistine Chapel and the
Vatican Museum, and strolled down a Vatican hall adorned with paintings by
Raphael. In St. Peter’s Basilica, we saw the heights to which art and architecture
can be raised when inspired by thoughts of the divine. We were even treated to a
balcony view ol the Holy Father, below us, giving his general audience to the faith-
ful gathered 1n St. Peter’s Squarce. Posters everywhere heralded the imminent pro-
nouncement of St. Therese of Lisicux as a Doctor of the Church.

One cannot escape the visible symbol of the Church in Rome, where saints
walked and martyrs died. The Church, hguratively built on the Rock of Peter, 1s
also literally built on his bones at St. Peter’s Basilica. Pope after pope 1s buried n
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Former U.S. Treasurer William E. Simon
Offers $500,000 Endowment Challenge

Former U.S. Secretary of Treasury William L. Simon has pledged $500,000
to be paid over three years to the College’s endowment fund, as part of a matching
gilt donation. In short, the College has the potential of raising one million dollars
for the William L. Simon Scholarship Fund, as Mr. Stimon will match, dollar for
dollar, every amount given in response to this challenge, up to $500,000.

Mr. Simon, who served under Presidents Nixon and Ford, currently serves as
president of the John M. Olin Foundation, which has donated $250,000 to the
College to date. Mr. Simon’s recent pledge, however, 1s his first personal gift to the
College.

Long-dedicated to numerous Catholic and philanthropic causes, Mr. Simon
made the pledge because of his desire to see Thomas Aquinas College grow and
attract more students. Mr. Simon wants to sce this scholarship program firmly
established so that the needs ol the College’s student linancial aid program can be
met.

Mr. Simon announced his pledge intention in September, 1997, to College
President Tom Dillon, who later met with Mr. Simon at his ranch to work out
details. About the pledge, Dr. Dillon stated: “We are very blessed to have Mr.
Simon’s involvement with the College. His pledge represents a magnificent op-
portunity for us to meet our financial commitments and to help more students
benefit from the education that Thomas Aquinas College has to offer.” Since Mr.
Simon’s announcement, the College has already raised $300,000 towards the match-

ing goal.
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Roughly 129 of Thomas Aquimas College alumni
pursue vocations to the priestly and religious life.
While not all have been called to take [inal vows, many
have. In [act, 25 men have been ordained to the priest-
hood in the first 25 years of the College’s existence.

The numbers are
almost evenly divided
between those who pur-
sued vocations belore
and those who pursued
them after graduation
from the College. All
but 5 priests are mem-
bers of 12 dilferent reli-
gious orders or congre-
gations. OI those who
are professed members
of areligious order, 5 are
part of eremitic or clois-
tered  communities
(Cistercians, Carthu-
sians, Benedictines, Maronite Monks, and Benedictine

Fr. Isatah Teichert, O.5.8.Cam.

Camaldolese Hermits). The Legionaries ol Christ
claims the most alumni priests with 5, while the Ob-
lates of the Virgin Mary follows closely with 4.

Almost all of these
priests found their voca-
tions at the College. Fr.
Matthew O’Donnell
(‘88), a panish priest with
care of 4,000 families in
Tracy, California, says
that his daily Mass atten-
dance and growth in his
prayer life at Thomas
Aquinas College
“played a pivotal role”
forming his religious vo-
cation: “TAC gave me
the true freedom to [ol-
low Christ jovlully .”

Fr. Michael “Francis” Gloudeman, O. Pracm.
(‘84) says he will never lorget the clear and deep call

Fr. Matthew O’'Donnell

he felt to be a priest, during one of his daily holy hours

Iwenty-Five Years ® Twenty-Five Priests!

in front of the Blessed Sacrament at the College. Fr.
Francis — the “bicycle priest” —was
the focus of a January cover story

his unique dedication to helping
home-schooling [amilies with

catechesis near St. Michael’s
Norbertine Abbey in Silverado,
Califorma.

Many, like Fr. Francis, credit
their vocations to more than just
their exposure to the sacramental
life at the College. “More than sev-
eral times since graduating, I have
caught mysell reflecting about
where I would be without the con-
victions which the College’s educa-

tion has rooted in my intelligence,
and in my heart,” says Fr. Mark
Bachmann, O.5.C. (:82*), whose
vocation is the monastic life. “How
much easierit1s,” he says, “to dominate the little trials

Ir. Francis

Gloudeman,
. Pracm

of life when one remembers from Freshman philoso-
phy that a passion is just a disposition and therefore 1s
bound to pass — or from Junior year, that true happi-
ness lies In activity, in
the use of our facul-
ties.”

The habit of think-
mg 1s what Fr. James
Garceau, CRIC (*78%)
values from his college
education. “At TAC,
we learned to go to the
sources to [ind truth. 1
believe that a priest to-
day must stay close (o
the Source of his priest-
hood, Jesus Christ, the
eternal High Priest.”

Fr. James G. Gareeau, C.R.I.C.

As he says, “I am thank-

[ul 1o the College [or guiding me through texts that
helped to strengthen my faith, and so disposed me
better to respond to God’s call in the priesthood.”

i Our Sunday Visitor, because of

\

I Anthony Kramer, O. Mar.

Fr. Sean “Anthony” Kramer (‘86°), echoes the
same, living as a contemplative monk with the Con-
gregation ol Maronite
Monks in Bethlehem,
South Dakota. “The
writings of St. Thomas
and the other doctors
and Fathers are a princi-
pal source ol nourish-
ment for my life as a con-
templative monk. With-
out the education I re-
ceived at  Thomas
Aquinas College, much
ol this Catholic tradition
would have remained a

closed book to me.”
Father John
Higeins, ((90™) a Bronx
parish priest, sums up
much ol what others
have [ound i living their
vocation: “People are
hungering for the truth
and my education at
Thomas Aquinas Col-

lege helped me to be-
come a better servant of’
the Truth.”

[In a coming issue,
look for our profile on
alumni women religious
and lay brothers.)

Fr. John Higeins

“. . . ask the Master of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Luke 10:2
Thomas Aquinas College Alumni Priests (by class)

Rev. James Montanaro, O.M.V. ('777)
Oblates ol the Virgin Mary
Institut M. S. D1 Fatima, Rome, Ttaly
Rev. Isaiah Teichert, O.5.B. ('78)
Benedictine Camaldoles THermuts,
Immaculate Heart Hermitage, Big Sur, Calilornia
Rev. Peter Short, O.M.V., ('78)
Oblates ol the Virgin Mary
Parr. San Ignacio, Cordoba, Argentina
Rev. James Garceau, C.R.I.C. ('78%)
Canons Regular of the Immaculate Conception,
St. Francis ol Assisi Church, Los Angeles
Rev. Peter Hopkins, L.C. ('79)
Legionaries of Christ
Cheshire, Connecticut
Rev. Edward Hopkins, L.C. ('807)
Legionaries ol Christ
Bloomlield Hills, Michigan
Rev. Mark Avila, O.M.V. ('81)
Oblates of the Virgin Mary
St. John’s Seminary, Camarillo, California
Rev. Mark Nemutz, O.M.V. ('81)
Oblates of the Virgm Mary
Sacramento, California
Rev. Mark Bachmann, O.S5.C. ('827)

Canons Regular of the Order of the Holy Cross
Abbaye Notre-Dame, France

Rev. Barry O’ Toole, L.C. ('83)
Legionaries of Christ
Cheshire, Connecticut
Rev. Kermit Syren, L. C. ('84)
Legionaries ol Christ
Cheshire, Connecticut
Rev. Jude Francis Vos ('84)
Diocese ol Fargo, N.D.

St. Joseph’s Church, Devil’s Lake, North Dakota
Rev. Rory O Toole, L. C. (’84)
Legionaries of Christ
Monterey, Mexico
Rev. Francis Gloudeman, O.Pracm ('84)
Canons Regular ol Premontre
St. Michael’s Norbertine Abbey, Silverado, CA
Rev. Christopher DeHerrera ('85")
Archdiocese of Denver, CO
Littleton, Colorado
Rev. Andrew Koch, O.5.B. (‘85"
Order of St. Benedict
St. Benedict Abbey, Sull River, Massachusetts
Rev. Mary Michael Tobias, O.Cart. ('86)
Order of Carthusians
Arlington, Vermont
Rev. Jelfl King ('86)

Diocese of Gallup, N.M.

Holy Trinity Parish, Flora Vista, New Mexico

Rev. Philip Chavez, S.O.L.T. ('86%)
Society of Our Lady ol the Most Holy Trinity
Robstown, Texas
Rev. Anthony Kramer, O.Mar. ('867)
Congregation of Maronite Monks
Holy Natvity Monastery, Bethlehem, South Dakota
Rev. Matthew O’Donnell ('88)
Diocese of Stockton, CA
St. Bernard Church, Tracy, California
Rev. Bernard McCoy, O.Cist. ('887)
Order ol Cistercian Fathers
Cistercian Abbey. Sparta, Wisconsin
Rev. John Higgins ("90°*)
Archdiocese ol New York, NY
Church of the Holy Rosary, Bronx, New York
Rev. Charles Van Vliet, F.S.S.P. ("917)
Priestly Fraternity ol St. Peter
St. Clements Church, Ottawa, Ontario
Rev. John Berg, F.S5.5.P. ("937)
Priestly Fraternity ol St. Peter
Elmhurst, Pennsylvania

* Denotes alumni as graduate
ot




Medical Ethicist

Alumni Profiles

Congressional Aide

Lawyer / Homemaker

Greg and Diana Pesely

Matthew, Brendan, Michael, Monica, and Anna-Marie

A Catholic medical ethicist 1s one way to describe
Greg Pesely. Pesely serves as an internal consultant
for the Mission Services Department at the Order ol
St. Francis (“OSE”) Healthcare System i Peorta, I1hi-
nois. OSF 1s a Catholic health care system covering
11 different facilities, the largest system n Ilinois out-
side Chicago.

Pesely is involved in developing, administering,
and applying a variety ol health care policies through-
out this system. “Basically, we're trying to recover
Catholic culture in the health care industry,” he says.
His work runs the gamut of life issues. The provision
of artificial nutrition and hydration to comatose and
incapacitated patients, treatment of tubal pregnancies,
the development ol HIMQO’s, the provision of artificial
birth control pills and devices, the development of new
drugs, and medical care for the indigent are just some
of the issues he grapples with regularly.

“We try to educate doctors about what’s accept-
able and explain the reasons why,” he said. Working
in close association with Peoria Bishop John Myers
and leading Catholic ethicists in the U.S. and Rome,
Pesely helps formulate policies, often on cutting edge
issucs, often fraught with complexity. Pesely recog-
nizes that making difficult prudential decisions does
not often please all people. “We try to do the best we
can under the circumstances.”

Sometimes his work leads the industry, as when
he participated in developing a “Rape Protocol,” to
ensure that proper protections would be in place, not
only lor the woman, but for developing embryos.
Other Catholic facilities throughout the country have
since implemented 1t

Pesely 1s well-trained lor his job. Alter graduating
from the College in 1977, he pursued a doctorate in
philosophy at Laval University. He taught for two vears
at St. John’s Seminary in Los Angeles, and then for
eight years at Benedictine College in Atchison, Kan-
Sas.

Before coming to OSF in 1996, he served for three
vears as the Coordinator of Catechetical Ministries
under Bishop James Sullivan in Fargo, North Dakota,
where he was in charge of implementing catechetical
programs throughout the Diocese. While there, he
helped establish a national network of diocesan
catechetical directors to help promote catechetical
reform in the Church.

In his spare time, Pesely has devoted vears of

teaching CCI to junior high and high school students,
as well as parish and diocesan RCIA and catechetical
programs. In addition, he has published numerous
articles i several diocesan newspapers, as well as the
National Catholic Register, Catholic Twin Cirele, and
Our Sunday Visitor, in which he wrote a weekly col-
umn on liturgical readings for almost [our years. He
has also authored six catechetical booklets for Prayer
in the Home Press which have been published
I'nghish and Spanish.

While in Kansas, Pesely and his wife, Diana, es-
tablished a newborn infant assistance program (o sup-
port at-risk mothers. Sull going in its seventh vear, 1t
has helped more than 150 mothers and babies. Greg
and Diana have [ive children ol their own, ranging in
age from 18 months to 10 vears.

Maggie Wynne
with Congressman Chris Smith (R-NJ)

“Maggie has been key on Capitol Hill, hghting for
the right to life each and every day. As the stalf direc-
tor for the House Pro-Life Caucus, she is a valuable
asset in the legislative process, mdispensable in the

many legislative battles waged to protect life m all of

its stages - and equally critical in uncovering and de-
feating duplicitous and bad legislation promoting the
culture of death,” said Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ), Chair-
man of the House Pro-Life Caucus.

Few people know the inside story of national

prolife politics better than Maggiec Wynne (class of
1983). Maggie is at the cutting edge of every piece ol

prolife legislation that involves, or could involve, the
Federal government.

Her job is to act as the conduit of information
between prolife and profamily groups and various
members ol Congress on these issues. Keeping a well-

trod path to her door are representatives [rom all of

the famihar prolife organizations.

“You see the best and the worst in people here,”
she said. “There are [ew casy wins; lots of seemingly
unanswered pravers.”

Maggie’s work has even put her on the world stage,
as when she attended the 1994 International Confer-
ence on Population and Development in Cairo, Egypt
on behall of the International Right to Life Founda-
tion. She spent tme with some of the delegations from
Latin America and the Holy See, “decoding language
for the delegates, so they understood what was in-
volved.” “For example, the term ‘reproductive rights,”
she said, “does not mean what they thought it meant.”

Since graduation [rom the College in 1983, Maggie
has dedicated almost her entire life toward the protec-
tion of the unborn on many different fronts. For 11
years, she has weathered the sidewalks in front of abor-
ton clinics from Los Angeles, to Falls Church, Vir-
ginia, often as a silent witness to horrific evil. In 1995,
she joined the board of a center which counsels His-
panic pregnant women on alternatives to abortion.

Before her present assignment as Director of the
bi-partisan House Pro-life Caucus, which is co-chaired
by Congressman Smith and Jim Barcia (D-Mich.),
Maggie served, during the Bush Administration, as
Director of Public Policy for the National Commuttee
for Adoption (NCFA, now-called National Council
for Adoption). At the same time, in 1992, she ob-
tained a Masters in Theological Studies from the John
Paul IT Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Fam-
ily. From 1985 to 1990, she served as Legislative As-
sistant to Rep. Tom Bliley (R-Va.), where she was also
engaged In monitoring life issues.

“The education I received at TAC, and the ample
opportunity for reasoned debate, have proved invalu-
able both in my sidewalk counseling and other prolife
activities,” she savs. “Legal abortion violates funda-
mental principles of what it means to be a human be-
mg — a child of God — and the sophistry used to de-
fend it doesn’t withstand scrutiny.”

Following graduation from the College, Maggic
taught 5" grade in Beverly Hills and then left for Wash-
ington, D.C. where she also taught CCD for eight vears.

Maggic’s fondness for the College endures. “The
opportunities for spiritual growth at TAC are endless,
and, 15 years later, I stll miss living in a community
where sacraments and other devotions are readily
available.

Andy and Anita (Grimm) Zepeda

and their children

[Taving grown up in the forests of Washington
state’s Olympic peninsula, Andrew Zepeda (class of
1979) made a big leap geographically and culturally to
attend Thomas Aquinas College. Having now become
a partner in Lurie & Zepeda, a ninc-attorney law [irm
in Beverly Hills, Andy has made that leap all the more,
well, Olympian.

Andy was an avid reader but became tired ol high
school. “I loved politics and history. Fverything I
thought was a classic I wanted to get my hands on.”
One day his [ather gave him an advertisement about
the College. Intrigued by the ad, Andy sent for the
College’s founding document and became “totally
convinced” he should go nowhere else.

Andy had never visited the College or even Cali-
fornia, but he got on the plane to travel to enter as a
[reshman. “My mother thought it was absolutely
crazy.” She became reconciled to the idea. All nine
ol her children have graduated [rom the College.

It was the best move of his life. “My College vears
were really happy vears. Ilook back almost with envy.
The hours of study - almost every class - were de-
lightful. T never had any doubt this was the right thing
to do. To meet all those people of like mind - inter-
ested, devoted to learning, to the Church - was won-
derful.”

One ol “those people” was classmate Anita
Grimm, the eighth in a family of 17 children. Andy
and Anita, married i 198(), now have 11 ol their own.
Anita’s additional stupendous accomplishment: She
home-schools them.

Andy turned down several full-nide fellowships in
the history of science before entering law school at
Notre Dame. Charles Rice, then its dean, was fond ol
saying: “Thomas Aquinas graduates are the best —
period, paragraph.”

Andy was recruited to a 500-member firm in Los
Angeles. But six months later, the firm broke up, and
partner Bruce Lurie asked him to join a new firm. In
1988, Andy became a partner there, and in 1991 the
name was changed to Lurie & Zepeda. The [irm spe-
cializes in complex business, real estate, and corpo-
rate litigation.

Apart [rom his demanding schedule handling
commercial litigation, Andy has dedicated his talents
to prolife causes, such as the pro bono defense of many
defendants in the first Operation Rescue trials in Los
Angeles. Currently, he 1s lead counsel challenging the
constitutionality of the City of Monrovia’s daytime
curlew, which oppresses home-schooled families.

In 1989, he and other like-minded attorneys
founded the Life Legal Delense Foundation to pro-
tect the rights of prolife demonstrators. That organi-
zation has now grown to a network of several hundred
attorneys throughout the state and has won several im-
portant legal challenges. Andy recently helped win a
case striking down as unconstitutional the City of Santa
Barbara’s attempt to lmit sidewalk counseling at abor-
tion clinics. Mary Reilly, Life Legal’s administrative
director, says: “Andy 1s just awesome. His brain, his
generosity, his talent, are incredible. We need more
attorneys like him.”

Andy also spreads his time over other worthy
pursuits. He serves as Scoutmaster for a troop ol
home-schoolers, Treasurer ol the Newman Club, and
lector at St. Therese Church in Alhambra. In 1996,
he became the first alumnus elected to the College’s
Board of Governors.
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At 1982 Commencement

On September 5, 1997, Mother
Teresa of Calcutta entered Frernal Lite.
Sister Marcella Isaacson, M.C. (Class of
‘86) olters a personal rellection.

“God loved the world so much that
He sent His only Son, Our Lord Jesus
Christ, and Jesus loved the poorest of
the poor so much that He gave our
Mother to us - Mother Teresa of
Calcutta.”

These words, spoken by Sr.
Nirmala, summarize the gift that our
Mother has been to the Church and to
the world. Mother’s life was radiant with
the truth, love and mercy of the Gos-
pel, and she unfailingly treated each n-
dividual with the same tender, super-
natural and unsellish devotion.

Personally, 1t was through attend-
ing a talk given by Mother in the late
1970s that I first experienced the vital-
ity and power of Mother’s [aith. It
wasn’t untl some years later, as a stu-

In Memoriam

dent at Thomas Aquinas College, that
my heart was ready to accept the chal-
lenge to which her faith confronted me
- to respond fully to a vocation of su-
pernatural love and sacrifice, a vocation
with an 1deal ol no one but Jesus.
Mother
“Mother’s place” in the heart of every
Missionary of Charity, as well as a cen-
tral place in our religious congregation.
The M.C. vocation is to satiate the thirst
ol our Crucilied Spouse for love and

will always have a

for souls as He disguises himsell in the
poorest of the poor. Mother always
wanted her Missionaries ol Charity to
be true to their name, and she never
ceased to set before her spintual chil-
dren the means to become true Mis-
sionaries ol Charity through intimacy
with Jesus in the Eucharist and through
tender and childlike devotion to Our
Lady.

Our Lord gave Mother a charism
for the church and for the world, a

charism which is alive in the hearts of
her spirttual children and which will
shine more and more brightly as the
number of young men and women who
respond generously to Jesus’ call con-
tinues to grow.

I am confident that Jesus will allow
Mother to continue to intercede for the
work of love which He entrusted to her
during her life. Mother always said that
the work is not our work but God’s
work, so let us pray that God will call
many more Missionaries ol Charnty to
bring His love and presence to the poor:

“Mary, Mother of Jesus, give me
vour heart, so beautiful, so pure, so
Immaculate, so (ull of love and humil-
ity that I may be able to receive Jesus in
the Bread of Lile, love Him as you loved
Him and serve Him in the distressing
disguise ol the poorest of the poor.
Amen.”

- Mother M. Teresa MC

Belore his death from cancer on
Oct. 17, 1997, Fr. Thomas Conn asked
College President Thomas Dillon to
give a eulogy alter his Funcral Mass. Fol-
lowing 1s Dr. Dillon’s eulogy, given at
Loyola Marymount University.

I am deeply honored that Father
Conn had asked me to say a few words
after this Mass, which we have oflered
for the happy repose ol his soul.

Fr. Conn was a gift from God to
Thomas Aquinas College, where he
served as a chaplain for the last 4 years.
It is impossible to think about him with-
out a smile. His great wit, his affection-
ate teasing (always with a point to his
needle, of course, for the benelit of the
recipient)—such things certainly made
him greatly beloved i our community.

How many times did Father sit qui-
etly with students at dinner, only to have
them spellbound by his stories at the
end ol the evening? How many times
did he lighten their burden with his good
cheer, his consoling and wise words, his
expressions of [aith and trust in God’s
providence? In advising students, his
prudence was legendary, a prudence
built upon his good ‘horse sense,’
which, by the way, should not be con-
fused with his sense ol good horses —
which also was legendary.

I could speak for hours about Fa-
ther Conn’s wonderful personal quali-
ties, but I want mstead to [ocus on the
one thing that defined his life and de-
termined his every action—and that 1s
his priesthood. Father Conn was well
aware that upon receiving Holy Orders
there was a [undamental and radical
change in his very being. He under-
stood that he had been called by God

to be a mediator between God and
man—that through his priesthood, he
had been granted the power (o act in
persona Christi, and, in that role, to
bring us grace through the Sacraments.

[ have a letter in which Father Conn
remarks that there are priests who sanc-
tly us and priests who scandalize us. He
writes, “we priests have the obligation
to lead men to sanctification and salva-
tion.” His words here, ol course, pro-
vide a key to understanding him, for
Father Conn gauged all his acts by his
priesthood and by his sacred obligation
to care for souls, and thus he endeav-
ored, both in his life and in his death,
to imitate Christ, and especially the
priesthood of Christ.

In a Holy Thursday letter to all the
Bishops of the Church on the mystery
and worship ol the Fucharist, Pope

John Paul II says that the Euchanist 1s

the principal and central rarson d’étre
ol the Sacrament of the Priesthood.
Father Conn was devoted to the Fucha-
11st, in which, he constantly affirmed, we
have really present the Body, Blood,
Soul and Divimity of Chrst—and this
indeed was the center ol his priestly life.

It is clear that his Ilucharistic devo-
tion bore fruit. I cannot help but think
of the after-Communion prayer of St.
Thomas Aquinas, in which we ask that
the Eucharist perfect us “in charity and
patience; in humilty and obedience.”
These virtues, which so perfectly char-
acterized the life of Christ, also charac-
terized the life of Father Conn. Think
about how well he lived them: Charity
- Patience - Humility - Obedience. With
his own quiet example, Father Conn
showed us how we, too, might mmitate
Christ in our everyday lives.

Of course, there 1s another virtue
which Father manifested, and that was
unswerving laithfulness—faithfulness to
God, laithfulness to the truths of the
Catholic faith, and faithfulness to his
vows. Inmy last conversation with him,
I asked what he would like me to con-
vey to our students. He responded, “tell
them to remain faithful to the Holy Fa-
ther. So long as they continue to do the
Lord’s work, everything will be all right—
il we start to go oll on our own, then
we will have problems. “The students,”
he said, “should be the Pope’s men.”

While funerals are, in one way, [or
the deceased, they are m another way
for the living—for you and me—to re-
mind us of our mortality and to help us
reflect on the source of our existence,
so that we take the measure ol our lives
and renew our resolve to live for God—
in whom, as St. Augustine says, our
hearts are destined to rest.

Father Conn, by his example, has
shown us how faithfully to commit our-
selves to Christ. He has shown us how
to live a good life, and he has shown us
how to die a holy death. In his last days,
he never complained of his suflerings,
but rather peacelully and willingly
united them with Christ’s. He oflered
his prayers and his sullerings for his fam-
ily and Iriends, for his brother Jesuits,
for our College and students, and for
the Church. The great faithfulness to
God that shaped his life sullused his
edifying death.

In our sadness over our loss of this
great priest, his fidelity to God offers us
tremendous consolation.  After all,
when a mere thiel, crucified alongside
our Lord, in his last moments expressed
faith in Christ, Our Lord said to him:

Fr. Thomas Conn, S.J.
College Chaplain

wr

I'ruly, I say to you, this day you will be
with me in Paradise.” Imagine, there-
fore, what our Lord says to a holy priest
who has walked with Him in absolute
faithfulness all of his priestly life.

I shall close these reflections with a
passage [rom the Spiritual Exercises ol
St. Ignatius:

Take, O Lord, and receive all my
liherty, my memory, my understanding,
and my entire will.

All that I have and possess Thou
hast given to me, and to Thee, O Lord,
I return it. All 1s Thine; dispose ol it
wholly according to Thy will.

Give me only Thy love and Thy
grace, lor this 1s sullicient tor me, and 1
desire nothing more.

These words of St. Ignatius sum up,
I think, the will and life of Father Conn.

Let us thank God for having blessed
us with the life of Father Conn, and let
us be consoled m our sorrow—indeed,
let us be joylul—that God has called him
to a heavenly home, where, in the words
of the Scriptures, he 1s a priest [orever.

Angela Baird

Student, Class of 2000

(Reprinted with permission, National
Catholic Register, Nov. 30, 1997)
Nineteen-year-old Angela Baird
died Nov. 6 after a tragic hiking acci-
dent, barely two months into her sopho-
more year at TAC. She was with a
group ol seven other students Nov. 5
on a hiking trail in Los Padres National
Forest, located behind the campus,
when she lost her footing on an over-
hang and fell 70 feet onto rocks below,
Jon Daly, a junior, who was follow-
ing her on the trail quickly called out
for someone to run back to campus for
help. “I found her at the bottom [of
the ravine] on her back and conscious”

explained Daly. An experienced rock
climber, he knew Baird was hurt, but
did not know how badly. “I knew we
were going to stay there until the para-
medics arnived,” he said, explaining that
he checked her pulse and covered her
with blankets to keep her warm .

It was three hours before the para-
medics could get to the site. “We
prayed the whole time,” said Daly. “I
asked her what she wanted to pray for.
The first thing she said was to pray for
aborted babies, then she said to pray
for her dad and to her guardian angel.
She was peaceful the whole time. Alter
a litde while it was hard for her to speak.

I told her we’d pray out loud and she
could pray in her heart.”

Daly put a rosary in her hand that
she clutched. “The thing that moved
me the most as I look back an it now,”
said Daly, “is the prayers for the aborted
babies and her father—it’s so beyond me.
It was selfless of her to pray for them as
[seriously injured as she was|. That’s
amazing and beautful to me.”

John Finley, also a junior at the
College, agreed. Finley was on campus
when the news came that a student had
been seriously injured on a hike. Aware
of the inaccessibility of the trail and that

Continued next page



Herbert atner, M.D.

1990 Recipient
Thomas Aquinas Medallion

Dr. Herbert Ratner, a memaber ol

the College’s Board of Visitors and the
1990 Thomas Aquinas Medallion re-
cipient, passed away on December 6,
1997, at age 90. His long and distin-
guished career of service to society and
the Church was remarkable.

Bornin 1907 in New York City, the
voungest ol live children, Dr. Ratner
was raised in a hberal and nominally
Jewish home. He was named alter the
evolutionist philosopher Herbert Spen-
cer. As a yvoung Boy Scout, he was
awakened to the great “book ol nature,”
and his sense of wonder deepened by
his high school reading ol Chesterton,
Hippocrates, and Aristotle.  He later
went to Medical School at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, where he met and
married a fellow medical student, Dor-
othy Smith. (Dorothy passed away m
May, 1996).

While in Ann Arbor, the Ratners
came to know a brilliant Catholic,
Herbert Schwartz, who mtroduced

them to the ideas of St. Thomas
The

Ratners nished medical school m 1934

Aquinas and the natural law.

and followed Schwartz to the Univer-
sity ol Chicago in 1937, where Dr.
Ratner took a new position as senior
member of the school’s Committee on
Liberal Arts to help shape the emerg-
ing Great Books movement.

In 1938, his first daughter, Helen,
was born, and the Ratners decided to
ask to be baptized themselves. Herb
Ratner later recalled in an interview: “It
wasn’t a powerlul spiritual urge — I was
too naturalized lor that. But all of the
mistakes of my generation — fornica-
tion, adultery, divorce — I realized the
Catholic Church had the answer to.”
Dr. Ratner’s conversion became widely-
known and even inspired two poems by
Peter Maurin, co-founder of the Catho-
lic Worker Movement. Maurin quotes
Dr. Ratner in one poem: “We were not
attracted to the Church by Catholics; we
were pushed into the Church by non-
Catholics who did not have the stull.”

In the mud 1940s, Dr. Ratner went
to Loyola University of Chicago, where
he taught philosophy ol medicine and
served as student-health physician.
While there, he came mto contact with,
and had a profound elfect on, many
voung medical students. Among those
were Dr. Gregory White, who in 1956,
served with Dr. Ratner as one ol the
[irst two medical advisors to the
[ounders ol the La Leche League, an
mternational organization designed to
support breast-feeding mothers. Drs.
Ratmer and White saw the arrival ol n-
fant formula and scheduled [eedings as

In Memoriam

technological mtrusions on nature. (Dr.
White, incidentally, is the father of three
ol our graduates). Another student he
influenced greatly was Dr. John Kelly,
whose son Brendan graduated from the
College in 1985, and whose son Brian,
a 1988 graduate, 1s now a tutor at the
College. Both Brendan and Brian at-
tended the College because ol Dr.
Ratner’s counseling and influence.

From 1949 to 1974, Dr. Ratner
served as the public health ofhcer for
the Chicago suburb ol Oak Park, Illi-
nois, where his fidelity to natural pro-
cesses drew him into a highly publicized
conflict with the nation’s leading medi-
cal establishment. In 1955, the Federal
sovernment initlated a natton-wide pro-
gram to promote the poliomyelitis vac-
cine. As public health officer for Oak
Park, Dr. Ratner resisted the “Salk vac-
cine” program on the beliel that the vac-
cine had not been properly tested. Dr.
Ratner drew great public scorn for his
obstinacy, but was later vindicated when
the vaccinations proved to cause polio.
The government rescinded the pro-
gram, and after carcful retesting, re-
leased a sale vaccination, which Dr.
Ratner approved.

In the early 1960s, Dr. Ratner
founded the Child and Family Report.
The magazine has been his “document
of record” to support traditional notions
of birthing, child-rearing, sex, procre-
ation, and family and marred life. His
views were steeped in the Catholie-
Thomistic tradition, and his expertise
brought him to the attention of the
American Catholic hierarchy and even
of Rome. From 1982 to the time ol his

death, he has served as a consultant to
the Vatican’s Pontilical Council for the
Family. Among his many involvements
in prolife and profamily orgamzations,
he was a medical advisor (o the National
Commission on Human Lile, the Hu-
man Life Foundation, Birthright Inter-
national, Americans United for Life, the
Couple to Couple League, and the
Human Life Center at St. John’s Uni-
versity.

Dr. Ratmer had been a long-time
friend of the College, having received
the Thomas Aquinas Medallion n
1990. He had been a guest lecturer at
the College on several occasions and
was a member ol the Advisory Board
ol the Aquinas Review. Just a month
belore his death he had donated a num-
ber ol books to our ibrary. His grand-
daughter, Molly McNamara, a 1994
graduate, 1s a law clerk to an Illinois Su-
preme Court justice.

Dr. Ratner was a man ol greal wis-
dom and charity. One of his many re-
markable attributes was his great sense
ol the natural and his ability to see in
litle things the wonder, order, and -
telligence of God’s creation. He made
the insights ol Aristotle come alive
through examples [rom ordmary expe-
rience, allowing us to see the truth of
the Aristotelian-Thomistic tradition
through things that bear on our ordi-
nary lives, lest we become too “book-
ish.” He was a model of humility and
good cheer, and his infectious love of
life and learning was inspirational. His
desire to serve Christ and to do what
he could to bring others to God was pro-
found. May he rest in peace.

Angela Baird, continued

help would be slow mn arriving, he and
another student grabbed what medical
supplies they could and ran the four or
five miles to olffer their assistance. “I
was amazed that she was alive and con-
scious after falling from that height,” said
Finley. “When we hnally heard the he-
licopter coming, vou could sec her smile
alittle, she had delinite awareness ol her
surroundings.”

Mecanwhile, about 40 students had
gathered in the chapel to pray rosary al-
ter rosary for their injured riend. Many
others were gathered on the soccer field,
praying and anxiously awaiting news
from the helicopter’s return.

“The College got news that some-
one was hurt, we didn’t know who at
the time, about 8:00 p.m. and immedi-
ately the whole college came out,” said
College Chaplain Father Bart De La
Torre. “The chapel was lilled; those
who couldn’t get in the chapel were out-
side. Itwas very impressive, people just
poured out to help cach other.”

Near 11:30 p.m. Angela arrived at
the emergency room of Ventura County
Hospital, where Father De La Torre
gave her last rites belore she went into
€IMETEency surgery.

When news that her imjuries were
life-threatening reached the College, stu-
dents went door-to-door mviting any
who were not yet in the chapel to join
m prayers. The enure student body
poured out and continued praying,

“She touched all of us,” said Dr.
Jeffrey Robmson, the ER physician who
treated Angela. “She had that sort of
gentle spirit that vou recognize. [We

were struck by| her courage to be down
there for 2 1/2 hours, the incredible pain
she must have been in, and vet having
so much faith in God. She was so calm,
so rational, and so understanding of
what needed to be done.”

Although she sulfered a broken
spine, several compound fractures in
her legs and arms, a large gash in one
leg, another on her head, and mjuries
to her pelvis, 1t was massive internal
bleeding and injuries to internal organs
- common in such a long [all - that
caused her to die on the operating table
around [:00 a.m.

“We sce tragedy all the time 1n
here,” sighed Dr. Robinson, who broke
the news ol her death to the dean, chap-
lain, students, and her brother in the
waiting room. “But, I have to say that in
10 vears, this 1s the most devastating
thing I've had to go through.” Dr.
Robinson attended an on-campus
evening prayer service Nov. 6 and three
paramedics attended the memorial
Mass the next morning.

The following week, a procession
ol 40 students mounted a hand-made,
six-foot high wooden cross with an in-
scription above the place where she lell.
They also diverted the path so that no
one else would encounter the same late.

But Angela’s strength ol character
in turning her last hours so completely
to God did not happen without prepa-
ration. Her mother noted that Angela
had been teaching catechism to inmates,
at a women'’s prison, two of whom she
sponsored for confirmation last year.

And, true to the pro-life sidewalk
counseling work she started on her own

mitiative in minth grade, earlier this vear
Angela had organized a group of stu-
dents to pray in front ol a local Ventura
abortion clinic every Thursday, a day
when abortions were performed. On
the afternoon of Angela’s death, 80 stu-
dents prayed at the clinic. Most Thurs-
days now, a group ol 20 students pray.

Notable was an mterior conversion
in Angela that secemed to have started
last year and intensified during the last
two months. Father De La Torre noted
that “it seemed that she was learning to
use sullerings to get closer to God as a
way of rising above it. It seems like ha-
bituating hersell on how to deal calmly
with the little aggravations of evervday
life prepared her to deal with this tragic
catastrophe so calmly. Last year she was
a typical restless teenager, and this vear
she had become a calm, prayverful
peacelul woman; you could tell she was
carrying a cross but she was jovlul.”

IHer brother Joe agreed, saying that
God had prepared her for this. “As her
older brother, I felt like T had to be a
good example to her, but starting last
vear and in particular the last few
months, I could see her faith deepen-
ing. I saw her [aith and her devotion to
our Lord increase beyond anything 1
ever imagined possible; she became the
example to me.”

Others noticed her interior conver-
sion, as she had started attending daily
Mass, compline, and rosary and would
often be seen m one ol two small cam-
pus chapels throughout the day. She
would sneak away to be in the chapel
but never tell anyone about it,” said Joe.

In spite of the sorrow ol her par-

ents and her nine siblings, Angela’s
mother sums it up well: “You can’t help
but be happy to see that she really did
achieve that Chrstian ideal every par-
ent hopes [or their child. As Catholic
parents we want our children to get to
heaven, (o be saints, to live holy lives
and at 19 she did thatin remarkably less
time than it will take most of us.”
Angela’s father later told a support
group that “the purpose ol sullering is
to solten our hearts.” Indeed, it seems
Angela’s heroie response (o her last
agony was the fruit of a habit of embrac-
ing little daily sulferings and offering
them to Christ with joy.
- by Karen Walker, Class ol *70

THE ANGELA BAIRD MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Shortly after Angela’s death, an

immense outpouring of support for

Angela’s [amily came not only [rom
the campus community but also from
the extended college community of
alumni and benelactors. Spontane-
ous gilts included more than $5,000
raised to delray [uneral costs, a do-
nation of 7 airline tickets for students
to attend the funeral, more than
1,000 rosaries and Masses from sepa-
rate alumni and student spiritual bou-
quets, a memory book with notes and
letters from students to her parents,
and a $100,000 gilt for an Angela
Baird Memorial Scholarship Fund
[rom a member of the College’s
Board ol Governors. To make a
contribution to this fund, simply ac-
knowledge 1t on your contribution.




Friday Night Lecture Series

Scott Hahn, Ph.D., a Prolessor of
Theology at the Franciscan Universily
ol Steubenville, Is the popular author
and speaker on Catholic theology and
especially on Sacred Scripture and
apologetics.  Following 1s our edited

version ol his lecture at the College on
December 5, 1997, on “The Biblical
Theology of Law in St. Thomas.”

My first conversion took place in
the area ol philosophy, when I was a
sophomore at Grove City College, when
I began a love allair with a [ellow that
vou all know, Saint Thomas Aquinas.
My [riends were shocked. “How 1s 1t
that you could be a “Thomist Calvin-
1st?”” But I had never read anyone like
St. Thomas, someone who was such a
clear, penetrating, and deep thinker.
And so I began a lifelong commitment
to understanding this man, who was not
only a genius, but a man who contem-
plated Truth and opened his soul up to
Being, with a radical openness I had
never scen or read belore in any
teacher.

I would like to propose o you that
St. Thomas is best understood not so
much by looking at his metaphysics, or
by studying his appropriation of Aristo-
tle, or by updating him with modern
science. Iwould like to propose to you
that St. Thomas can be understood very
well as a Biblical theologian. In fact,
many ol his biographers tell us that is
probably how Thomas would have de-
scribed himself — a teacher of Scripture,
a magister, a teacher ol the Sacra Pagina,
the Sacred Page.
rediscovering the biblical depth of his

Many scholars are

teachings and the importance ol appro-
priating the Scriptural categories that
formed the framework of much of his
thought in the Summa, especially in the
Treatise on Law. He 1s now being rec-
ognized as one of the greatest biblical
theologians in church history.

A good [riend of mine, Michael
Waldstein [class of 1977], explains in
the Aquinas Review that “Seripture 1s
the all encompassing foundation of sa-
cred teaching” and is the basis for St
“Far
[rom being intended as a sample of ra-

Thomas™ Summa Theologica:

tional theology conceived as an autono-
mous science dissociated from Scrip-
ture, the Sumima is a particular peda-

gogical voice which is at the service of

Seripture.” As St. Thomas himsell says,
“Or faith receives its surety [rom Scrip-
Why is Scripture so uniquely
authoritative? He says elsewhere: “Be-

ture.”

cause the author ol Sacred Scripture is
God, in whose power 1t 1s to accommo-
date not only words [or expressing
things, which even man 1s able to do,
but also the things themselves.”

St. Thomas then, gives us an msight
into the wisdom of God and creation.
e says “Now as words formed by man
are signs of his intellectual knowledge,
so are creatures formed by God signs
of his wisdom.” This means that the
book of nature, since the Fall, cannot
really be understood apart [rom Scrip-
ture. This is precisely the view taken in
the new Catechism and marks the first
time in history that the Magisterium has
endorsed the interpretive system that St.
Thomas had put in place. Under this
approach to Scripture, the Iiterae (the
words) not only have a literal, historical
meaning, but they are signs ol things that
happened in history. The events m his-

Dr. Scott Hahn

tory become themselves signs that
Christ Himsell fullills, signs that are
spiritually fullilled.

What Christ does in His life, death
and resurrection, He reproduces in the
Christian and then consummaltes in
glory at the end of history. Pope Paul
VI wrote, back in 1969, that “in accord
with the teachings of the Second Vatican
Council, all will thus regard Sacred
Scripture as the abiding source ol spiri-
tual life, the foundation for Christian in-
struction and the core of all theological
study.” The study ol Sacred Scripture,
Vatican I declares, is the soul of sacred
theology. Pope Paul VI also said that
without a clear Biblical foundation
moral theology 1s m danger of turning
into arid philosophical schemata.

Now, let’s focus in particular on St.
Thomas’s Treatise on Law. That trea-
tise is very interesting because like many
sections ol the Summa, ‘St. Aristotle’ 1s
quoted very often. But when you total
up the number ol quotations, what you

vine Law has for its pur-
pose nothing less than
our [riendship with
God.

Divine Law 1s God’s
law revealed to us in two
forms: The Old Law
and the New Law. Di-
vine Law is necessary for

God’s own governmen-
tal purposes to be real-
ized. In Divine Law, we
discover we were made
[or something greater
than carthly happiness,
temporal goods. We
were made for the be-
atific vision, the eternal blessedness of
God as our own. Bul how does God
get us there? The Old Law 1s the Old
Testament Law, and St. Thomas draws
[rom St. Augustine in explaining how
the laws that are revealed in the Old
Testament may be understood.

Did you ever notice when reading
the Old Testament that it doesn’t talk
about the resurrection very much, if at
all. Why not? Because in the Old Law,
God promises temporal welfare, pros-
perity and power — but it’s all earthly,
Why? St. Thomas ex-
plains that the promises ol the Old Law

all material.

concern temporal goods because ol sin.
For God to get us back where we can
attain our supernatural glory, He must
first restore a bond of trust between
Himself and us. As the People of Is-
rael attam these material goods, they’ll
discover over time that ultimately the
goods ol earth are signs that point to
the everlasting goods ol heaven. Thus,
when Jesus comes proclaiming the New
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“I’'m convinced that many people, meaning well, have
fastened onto Natural Law for the purpose of helping Catholics
enter into the American public square and discuss morality in a
completely religiously-neutral way . . . [But this] may be a betrayal
of the Catholic tradition of the Natural Law.”

~
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find 1s that 724 quotations are Irom
Scripture; only 96 lor Aristotle. I be-
lieve this is indicative of the importance
which St. Thomas places on Scripture
in understanding Law.

Thomas deals with the meaning ol

Law in Question 90. He deflines it as
the ordinance ol reason, for the com-
mon good, made by one who has care
for the community, and promulgated.
But he goes on to explamn that law 1s
that which guides man to his end. The
point is simple. We were made for
God, but because of sin, we need Di-
vine assistance. Law raises God’s chil-
dren to the heights of Trinitarian glory.

He goes on to explain four types of

law: Eternal Law, which represents
God’s governance of creation; Natural
Law, which is man’s participation in the
Eternal Law, and through which by our
reason and by our will, we come to
know what is true and choose what 1s
good; and Human Law, which applies
the general principles of Natural Law
to particular people and to special situ-
ations to found community among men.

But I am most interested in the
fourth tvpe: Divine Law. Divine Law
is the law that God has revealed to us
[or a truly unique purpose. If the end

ol Human Law is the establishment ol

the common good among men, the Di-

.

Law, iU’s the law ol the Kingdom, but it
isn’t an earthly kingdom.

The Old Law 1s designed with our
lower conditions in mind, gething us
ready for the New Law, which 1s given
to us by Jesus Christ. The Old Law, St.
Thomas explains, is an intermediate
step between the Natural Law and the
New Law. Apart [rom the Old Law,
man didn’t know he had a supernatural
With it, man learned he had a
supernatural end to hope for, but he stll

end.

lacked the means or strength to achieve
it. Law 1s given so Grace we'll seck;
Grace is given so the Law we'll keep.

The New Law — the gospel of Jesus
Christ — 1s what delivers to man the
power needed to keep the Old Law and
the Natural Law. St. Thomas says the
New Law is not simply equated with the
New Testament. It is the mdwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit in the heart
of the baptized believer who lives in a
state of grace as a son or daughter of
the living God.

The New Law goes beyond the
Sermon on the Mount, it goes beyond
the written teachings of Jesus, it goes
beyond the New Testament. It is what
we mean by grace. Grace 1s Divine
power, Divine life. Grace is the New
Law that enables us to keep the com-
mandments in a way that we couldn’t

on our own with human nature n its
fallen condition.

In short, when St. Thomas presents
his Treatise on Law, he 1s presenting
the Gospel the way the Magisterium ol
the Church has presented it for 2,000
vears. The law of God 1s given so we
will recognize our weakness, and hence
our need for grace. Jesus Christ comes
to give us the Holy Spint which 1s the
New Law, dwelling within our hearts.
If we understand this approach, we will
see how inescapable the theological di-
mension ol law 1s to St. Thomas and
how essential Divine grace is for hu-
mans (o keep it. And I mean the Natu-
ral Law as well as the New Law.

I'm convinced that many people,
meaning well, have [astened onto Natu-
ral Law for the purpose ol helping
Catholics enter into the American pub-
lic square and discuss morality n a com-
pletely religiously-neutral way. But
when we appeal to people on 1ssues
such as abortion, or capital pumshment,
or euthanasia, we need to appeal to the
Natural Law, but we need to know ex-
actly what 1t is and what 1s needed 1o
keep it. Fallen human nature 1s mca-
pable ol knowing the Natural Law with
certainty; knowing it is possible only with
much ellort, alter a very long time, by a
few, and even then, with an admixture
ol error. If we are going to adopt the
Natural Law tradition that our Church
teaches, we ought to do it, not with an
apologetic strategy of selectivism or
minimalism, because the Natural Law
1s not something that 1s non-religious.

In drawing Irom the Natural Law
tradition, we cannot escape religion.
Natural Law, as St. Thomas presents 1t,
1s only a subordinate category in the
much larger framework of God’s [a-
therly plan to raise His human family
to share His Divine life. Nothing less
than Divine life 1s needed to keep, at
minimum, the precepts of the Natural
Law. St. Thomas, as I understand him,
is a [laming theocrat.

Accordingly, this strategic, apolo-
getic ol non-religious moral discourse
may be a betrayal of the Catholic tradi-
tion of the Natural Law. It is time for
us to reassess the fullness of St.
Thomas’s teachings and their practical
implications for us today, because we
must evangelize and proclaim the full-
ness ol the Gospel. Only in the Gospel
will individuals receive the grace of God
they need to keep the Natural Law — to
[ulfill their marital commitments, to
avoid abortion, euthanasia, pornogra-
phy, and so on. We must not lapse into
a kind ol moral semi-pelagianism, which
sees man in his [allen state outside of a
state of grace, apart from the sacraments
of the Catholic church, of somehow be-
ing capable ol establishing a just soci-
ety. Maybe this could have worked n
Abraham’s time, but God has consigned
all things to sin, St. Paul says, so that
He might show merey to all.

I am convinced this 1s a Catholic
moment for our country, but it will only
be fulfilled il we appropriate the full-
ness of the Church’s teachings as cluci-
dated by St. Thomas. The task of evan-
gelization and re-evangelization is indis-
pensable for peace and justice. But we
won’t have peace and justice apart from
love and mercy and grace.

A A A



Fr. George Rutler

Fr. Rutler, a member of the Col-
lege Board of Visttors, has a weekly
program on EWTN and is the popu-
lar author of ten books on theology
and the Iives of saints. Born and raised
an Iipiscopalian, he converted to Ca-
tholicism i 1979 and 1s now a priest
of the Archdiocese of New York, at
St. Agnes Parish in New York Cily.
On October 17, he gave an address
on “Cardinal Newman and Catholic
ducation.” The [ollowing 1s a sum-
mary ol his address.

Fven as an Anglican, Fr. Rutler had
always been interested in John Cardi-
nal Henry Newman. 1. Rutler would
rank him with Augustine, Origen, and
Aquinas, as among the “foremost inven-
“What

Newman wrote about the university

tive minds ol the church.”

comprises some of the richest literature,
as well as philosophy and theology, that
we have m the entire corpus of the
world’s writing.”

In 1850, Newman accepted the in-
vitation of bishops in England and Ire-
land to found a Catholic University,
which he recommended be established
in Dublin. He encountered great op-
position from all sides. An Irish cardi-
nal was concerned that Newman would
flood the university with English who
would tell the Irish how they should be
more Catholic, while the English bish-
ops were not keen on sending money
to Ireland. Newman hrst built a chapel,
and then gave a series of lectures on the
idea of a university, in which he dis-
cussed all the subjects to be covered,
and how a Catholic should view them.

As Ir. Rutler observed, setting up
a university involves not just establish-
ing an educational life, but a spiritual
life. And it therelore involves “a struggle

“wr

against the devil,” he said. “That’s why
the devil hates colleges and universitics.
Once they forget they are part ol the
spiritual battle, they easily succumb to
Satan — and actually become his head-
quarters and culture.” Newman’s vi-
sion, he said, is a commentary and a
guide to the crisis in the modern uni-
versity which is characterized by a moral
and mtellectual breakdown.

Newman recognized that the devel-
opment of the secular university clearly
divided the secular view of reality from
the Chrstian view. He said: “The
Catholic creed is one whole, and phi-
losophy, again, is one whole. Each may
be compared to an individual in which
nothing can be added, from which noth-
ing can be taken away. They may be
prolessed, but there 1s no middle
ground between professing and not pro-
fessing. The university so-called which
refuses to profess the Catholic creed is
to the nature of the case hostile both to

the Church and to philosophy.”

Newman prolessed a notion that
many, especially ecclesiastics, regarded
as “radical:” “I want the educated lay-
man to be religious, and the devout
ecclesiastic to be mtellectual.” Tradi-
tionally, a university was to promote
three things: Hospitality (helping strang-
ers and those in need); Tutelage (help-
ing student understand what the great
master was saying); and Moral Forma-
tion (helping individuals grow in the sac-
raments). Newman thought that the
natural extension of this was to form the
whole man. The university did not ex-
ist to train technocrats, but to teach
people how to think. As Fr. Rutler com-
mented, “If you are only taught the little
truths, you will never know the Big
Truth, and you will never be free.”

Newman knew that the great enemy
ol any school will be pride - intellectu-
als” beseting s, “Quarry the granite
rock with razors, or moor the vessel with
athread of silk. Then you may hope as
such keen and delicate mstruments as
human knowledge and human reason
contend against those giants, the passion
and the pride of man.” According to
Fr. Rutler, “that’s exactly why our uni-
versities today have become such places
ol disillusion — intellectuals believe they
are above the passions.” Catholic edu-
cation must order passion and pride.
The highest learning, Newman said, 1s
to think beyond oneself, to think with
the mind of the Church.

Newman also understood the dan-
gers inherent in not safeguarding the
Faith at a university: “Here then are
two injuries which revelation is likely to

sustain at the hands ol the masters of

human reason, unless the Church, as
in duty bound, protects the sacred trea-
sure which 1s in jeopardy. The first is
the simple ignoring of theological truth
altogether, under the pretense of not
recognizing differences of religious
opimion, which will only take place in
countries or under governments which
have abjured Catholicism. The second,
which 1s of a more subtle character, 1s a
recognition indeed of Catholicism, but
as il in pretended mercy to it, involves
an adulteration of its spirit.”

That, according to Fr. Rutler, 1s
what makes Newman a prophet for the
present day, and what Pope John Paul
recognized when he came to America
i 1987. Newman’s vision has been put
to the test in the 20" Century, Fr. Rutler
said. Everything Newman warned
against has proved to be an even greater
danger.

The Land O Lakes conlerence of
Catholic college presidents in 1967
“sold out” Newman’s ideas. That con-
ference, Fr. Rutler said, “was to educa-
ton what the Yalta conference was to
politics, and we are stll sulfering [rom
1I.,” “We have [allen slaves to the utili-
tartanisi which would be beneath all
human dignity.”

In the end, Newman’s plan to
found a university in Ireland was
thwarted by the passion and pride that
he warned against. But a spiritual battle
was won, and his ideas are a rich legacy.
Fr. Rutler said he hopes to see Newman
declared a Doctor of the Church.

He ended by quoting the philoso-
pher Christopher Dawson: “It is the
function of higher education to rise
above the reduction of modern educa-

Dave Shaneyfelt

Dave Shaneyfelt recently joined us
as Director of Development/Assistant
General Counsel. After graduating
from the College in 1981, he attended
Willamette College of Law, where he
was an Associate Editor of the Law Re-
view. IHe therealter joined a small firm
in Portland, Oregon, and then later
migrated to Washington, D.C. to work
with the Reagan Admuinistration.

He served first with the American
Legislative Exchange Council and then
later as counsel with the Legal Services
Corporation. In 1987, he was ap-
pointed Attorney Advisor to the Assis-
tant Attorney General of the U.S. De-
partment ol Justice, where he was re-
sponsible for implementing the Federal
drug testing program, covering 2.1 mil-
lion employees. Attorney General Ed
Meese presented him with a Special
Achievement Award for his work there,
and the author of a legal manual on drug
testing in the workplace dedicated the
work to him. He then served as Trial
Attorney to the Justice Department’s
Civil Division, where he was mvolved
in a wide-variety ol constitutional and
civil hitigation.

In 1990, he moved to Chicago to
work with the 70-member law firm,
McBride Baker & Coles, as a senior liti-
While there he be-

gation assoclate.

iy
Rudy Velasco

came acquainted with Francis J.
Milligan, Jr., a prominent Chicago at-
torney and member of the College’s
Board of Governors. Mr. Milligan
brought him to the 17-member firm,
Talbot, Davids,
Godlrey & Milligan, where Dave
worked as a htigation partner. (Mr.
Milligan later died in December, 1996).
While there, Dave worked on several
high profile public cases, including a suit
to block the President of the Cook
County Board of Commissioners from
instating public-funded abortions at
Cook County Hospital. He also
handled a suit on behalf of a Chicago
Police Officer who is seeking the right
to avoid duty at abortion clinics.
While in Chicago, Dave served on
the board of the Serra Club of Chicago,
where he was the immediate past-Presi-

Hoogendoorn,

dent. He also was a founding member
of Catholic Citizens of Illinois and
served on the boards of two Catholic
clementary schools.

Since graduation from the College,
Dave has published more than 50 ar-
ticles in the National Catholic Register,
Catholic Twin Circle, Crists Magazine,
the Chicago Tribune, and scholarly and
professional publications. In addition,
he taught CCD to junior high school
students at his parishes for more than
ten years and has been active in the
Legionaries of Christ lay movement.
He and his wife Cart are proud parents
ol three girls and two boys.

On leaving his practice in Chicago
to come to the College, Dave says: “I've
been telling people I've jomed the fast-
est growing group in the country — Law-
vers Who Are Leaving The Practice Of
Law To Pursue A Meaningful Life.”
“What better way,” he says, “to pursue
a meaningful life than by helping pro-
mote the greatest Catholic College in
America?”

Joining us as Bookkeeper at the
College is Rudy Velasco. For more than
17 years, Rudy has worked in the ac-
counting field, the last 12 of which were
with an international import and manu-
facturing firm where he was in charge
ol accounting, computer, and person-
nel departments. His experience in-
cludes all aspects of the accounting
world including tax and financial re-
ports, account analysis, payroll, credit,
collection, and other specialized mter-
ests. IHe obtamned his Bachelor ol Sci-
ence degree at Lacson College, in
Manilla, the Philippines, and obtained
a degree i professional accounting at
Rutledge College of San Diego. He and
his wife, Yolanda, live in Santa Paula.

~1

tion to a disintegrated mass ol
specialisms and vocational courses, by
giving the mind a unifying vision of the
spiritual sources from which Western
Civilization llowed. This is not the spe-
cial responsibility ol the Catholic col-
lege alone. It is the common concern
of all of the colleges and universities
which are not under the control of the
State. But the Catholic college 1s in a
particularly Favorable position to real-
ize those aims since it has a definite and
conscious commitment to Christian
culture and Christian values.”
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STUDENT BODY

DEMOGRAPHICS
No. ol Students: 219
Average SAT: 1236

Students on Financial Aid: 171

Student/Faculty Ratio: 10:1
Public school students: 92
Home-schooled students: 64

Geographic Range: 32 states
5 foreign countries

Former college students: 62




The College Board of Governors, Member in Profile:

FRANCIS |]. MONTGOMERY

Mr. Montgomery is chief executive officer of Montgomery
Management Co., a real estate development firm in Los An-
geles. He attended Georgetown University and graduated
from Loyola University, Los Angeles, before serving in the
U.S. Navy in World War I1. An avid outdoorsman, Mr. Mont-
gomery is a skier, hunter, and backpacker. He has a
longstanding interest in education, free enterprise, morality,
and religion. A Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, he has been a
member of the Board of Governors of Thomas Aquinas Col-
lege since 1971, He and his wife, Marion, live in Beverly
Hills, California. They are major donors to the College. The
Jollowing interview was taken on January 29, 1998

Q. Tell us first about vour background
in the commercial real estate business?

A. My grandparents acquired a lot of
land in the Los Angeles area, going way
back into last century, and we still have
some ol it. Omne part of it 1s Sunset
Plaza, a shopping center on Sunset
Blvd. in West Hollywood. My [ather
developed it back in the ‘30s and *40s,
and I helped him. In the last 10 or 15
years, that property has developed nto
a lashionable place, with seven diller-
ent restaurants, and several high-end
shops.

My [ather left the business in 1950,
and my brother and I continued devel-
oping the property there. My brother
passed away about 10 years ago, and his
son, Francis S. “Frenchy” Montgomery,
is now President. While our business

1s the ownership and management of

bits of real estate, warchouse buildings,
and so on, Sunset Plaza is our main
business.

Q. Howdid you first become involved
in Thomas Aquinas College

A. My daughter was at the University

of San Diego in 1968, and I met one of

her teachers, Dick George, who was

involved in starting Thomas Aquinas
College. Through him, I met this
group, and was in on the deal [rom
1969, when they were operating on the
idea that thev would start up in San

Ralael.

Q. But why did you choose to become
involved in Thomas Aquinas College
instead of some other school?

A. My dad’s hall-brother was the co-
adjutor bishop of San Francisco in the
late 1800s. My dad had instigated bring-
ing the Jesuits to Los Angeles to take
over St. Vincent’s. 1 graduated [rom
Loyola — LA, and so I always had an
instinetive connection to Catholic edu-
cation. Then I got onto the Board of
Immaculate Heart College in 1964 and
soon discovered that it was a pretty cor-
rupl place. T resigned in 1968 with a
public letter of resignation, which
prompted their attorney to threaten to
sue me, but I had supported all of my
allegations, and so they didn’t. Immacu-
late Heart lasted about seven years af-
ter that and then folded. So I had de-
veloped a lot of suspicions about Catho-
lic education by then.

Ir. John Houle, S.J. — the one on
whom a miracle was performed to sup-

port the canonization of Claude de la
Colombiere — had told me about that
time, when I had asked him where
should T send kids to college, not to
send them to any Catholic college. Tis
reason was that the Catholic colleges are
teaching the same bad things that are
taught in public colleges, and while a
student can reject those things in the
public college, they are mclined to ac-
cept them in a Catholic college. Thus is
on the average, I must say.

I used to argue with these fellows at
Thomas Aquinas College that they
should not take the trouble to start up a
new college, but to stay in the colleges
in which they were, and continue doing
their own good. But they rejected that
concept, saying that whatever good they
might be doing there would be canceled
out by other professors. The net result
would be a loss, they said. They con-
vinced me.

Q. What expectations did you have for
the success of Thomas Aquinas College
at the time?

A. T ligured it was a good bet. These
people were good people and good
teachers, and they convinced me they
could do a lot more good for education
together than separately. I consider that
Thomas Aquinas College has been sub-

ject to more than one miracle.

For example, Ron McArthur had
set July 9, 1971, as the make-or-break
date. They had 24 students lined up,
and they needed another $150,000.
Ron called me on July 9, and said,
“Francis, we did not make it.” “We're
going to have to call the students and
tell them it’s off.” I’'m always a procras-
tinator, and so I told him, “Why don’t
you wait a week?” So he did. In the
meantime, along came IEd Martin, and
he raised the dillerence. A week later,
we had the money — and from people

$25 Million Campaign Approaches Goal!

Total Received

$23M
90) Building $4.2M
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Kathy Aikenhead, President of the
William H. Hannon Foundation
presents Dr. Dillon with $100,000
lor Endowed Scholarships.

With lead gifts from the Dan
Murphy Foundation (55 million), Dr.
Harry Browne ($1.9 million), and the
Fritz B. Burns Foundation ($§1.3 mul-
lion), our campaign is racing toward the

June 30 finish line; more than $23 mil-

lion has been raised in gifts and pledges.
Your pravers and gifts towards this el
fort will mean the crucial difference, not
only for a successful nish, but even
more importantly, for preparing voung
men and women as apostles [or Christ
in the new millennium.

Major gilts received between July |
and December 31, 1997, have included
$250,000 [rom the Estate of the late
Henry Salvatori, the College’s very first
donor; $250,000 from the Andersen
Foundation of Minnesota,; $100,000
cach rom the William I1. Hannon
Foundation, Robert ]. Monahan of New
York City, and the Bradley Foundation
ol Milwaukee; $91,000 for scholarships
from the Dan Murphy Foundation; and
special gifts from Jim and Judy Barrett
and Eleanor Flannery.

Sir Daniel J. Donohue, Chairman of the
Daniel Murphy Foundation, speaking at

Commencement 1993,

who had never given us any more
money. That’s kind of miraculous.

If you hang around long enough,
you can see it’s got God’s support. IUs
been a great pleasure and opportunity
to be connected to this place.

Q. What impact do you see Thomas
Aquinas College having on the life of
soctety and the Church?

A. The worse the Church gets, the
greater the need exists to have straight-
thinking Catholics — the need grows in
inverse proporton to the quality ol the
Church. I anybody will make an im-
pact, it will be because ol people com-
ing from Thomas Aquinas College,
along with other people who are like-
minded. People coming out of Tho-
mas Aquinas College now will have the
opportunity, in 30 or 40 years, in tak-
ing up the battle cry successfully.

Q. Has Thomas Aquinas College m-
fuenced your own spiritual Iife in any
way?

A. Oh, absolutely. This place ema-
nates spirituality. That’s why so many
enter the religious life after they leave
here. You just sort ol absorb it.  Of
course, there 1s good recason for that.
You're isolated from most of the temp-
tations ol the world.

Q. You have been wonderfully gener-
ous (o the College over the vears. How
would vou describe your commitment
to 1t?

A. The College life here i1s so impor-
tant to living, in contrast to what the rest
of the world offers. It’s a big thing in
my life. People thank me for what I've
done for the College. I can thank them

Just as well.

College Ranked
Among Most
“Selective™

The 1998 edition of the Time/ The
Princeton Review, “The Best College
For You And How To Get In,” rates
more than 1,500 colleges according to
admissions “selectivity,” whichisa “very
general assessment determined by con-
sidering several factors, among them the
percentage ol applicants accepted, per-
centage ol acceptees who enroll, and the
academic profile of the freshman class.”

Thomas Aquinas College 1s rated
82 on a scale of 100, in which a rating
ol 90-100 is “mega selective,” 80-89 1s
“highly selective,” and 70-79 1s “selec-
tive.” The College is ranked [1th of
181 listed Catholic colleges and univer-
sities nattonwide. This ranking 1s higher
than all but 14 listed California colleges
and higher than any other California
Catholic college.

1 Georgetown University
(tie) Notre Dame University

3 Boston College

4 Holy Cross College
5 University of St. Thomas
6 St. Michael’s College, VT
7 Catholic University ol America
8  Marist College, NY
University of Scranton, PA
10 St. Norbert’s College, W1
11 Thomas Aquinas College
Villanova Universily



Rome Trip continued

the walls, a concrete reminder of the Liv-
ing history of the Church.

On October 15, the feast of St.
Teresa ol Avila, we had the opportu-
nity to meet with the Holy Father. Early
that morning, we were brought past
huge 1ron gates outside the Vatican, past
columns ol mammoth pillars, and n-
side a door where we waited for an es-
cort to an elevator, which brought us up
to a long corridor on which hung ex-
quisite paintings, and which led to the
Pope’s private chapel. All of this was a
powerful reminder that the Holy Father
1s a head of state as well as a spiritual
leader.

When we entered the chapel, the
Pope was bent over in earnest prayer.
He said Mass (in Latin and English) for
about 25 of us. With his measured
speech and solemn demeanor, holiness
rachated from him. There was no show;
Just a man lost in praver.

Alter Mass we went into a larger
room to meet with him. The room was
covered, [loor to ceiling and wall to wall,
with bookshelves. Where did the pa-
pal assistant happen to place the three
ol us? Directly m front of the collected
works ol S5t. Thomas Aquinas. Over
my left shoulder were the works of St
John Bosco, lounder of the Salesians,
whose semunary I attended in high
school. Even the Gospel reading at
Mass was a symbolic affirmation of why
we were there — Jesus” reminder to

Martha that Mary had chosen the “bet-
ter part,” a passage that highhghts the
unportance ol contemplation.

We stood second in line at the
opening of the room. To my left was a
Korean ambassador; to my right, a del-

As he steadily made his way across
the room, I became pained at the
thought that I had not asked lor his
prayers for Fr. Conn, who was on his
deathbed — something I had promised
Fr. Conn I would do.
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(L to R: Dr. Dillon, Cardinal Pio Laghi, Mrs. Dillon)

egation [rom the Philippines. The uni-
versality of the church was not lost on
us.

The Holy Father entered the room
and visited first with the Korean ambas-
sador. He then recognized Ambassa-
dor Wilson, greeting him warmly. In
turn, Ambassador Wilson mtroduced
us. [ gave the Holy Father our spiritual
bouquet and our founding document;
he in turn gave us cach a rosary and
blessed us. He gave an extra rosary (o
Tern for some unknown reason.

Alfter greeting the last guest, the
Holy Father then turned to leave back
through the same entrance. Sensing this
was my last opportunity, I moved to-
ward the Holy Father, catching approv-
g glances from Ambassador Wilson
and the Holy Father’s escort. I then
made a bee-line to intercept him, and
in my exuberance, and in disregard of
the Vatican protocols on which we had
been brieled, touched his arm [rom be-
hind, turned him, and said to him, nose-
to nose: “Holy Father, could you please

pray for a wonderful and holy priest,
our Chaplain, Fr. Thomas Conn, who
1s dying ol cancer?” Ie, in turn,
grabbed both of my arms vigorously,
and with great kindness and empathy,
said, “We will pray for him together.”
He then left the room. I had broken
rank, but it was worth it. We left Rome
the next day.

When we landed at the Los Ange-
les airport, we immediately went to the
Jesuit infirmary at Loyola University
where Fr. Conn lay dying. His brother,
Jim Conn, was there with other family
members and told us that Fr. Conn was
comatose. I leaned over to talk to Fr.
Conn, and told him that the Holy Fa-
ther and “hall of Rome” was praying for
him. He started breathing heavily,
which all of us took to be a sign that he
understood us.

We then prayed the rosary with the
rosarics that the Holy Father had given
us, and with Terr1 having wrapped the
“extra” rosary around Fr. Conn’s hands.
Right as the rosary ended, Fr. Conn
tried to open his eyes and speak, but
could not. He died the next day. It
seemed that Fr. Conn had waited for
us to get back.

As we had desired, we had returned
from Rome with prayers and blessings
for Fr. Conn and the Holy Father’s [or-
mal apostolic blessing for the College.
For Terr1 and me, grateful witmesses and
heralds of these blessings, the experi-
ence was profoundly edifying.

“The Catholic school, therefore, if it 1s to be faithful to the teaching
of Christ, will difter from its secular counterpart in two essential respects.
First, it will not define itsell by academic freedom, but by divinely re-
vealed truth, and second, that truth will be the chief object of study as
well as the governing principle of the whole institution, giving order and
purpose even to the teaching and learning of the secular disciplines.”

From A Proposal tor the Fulfillment of Catholic Liberal
Education, Thomas Aquinas College, 1969

malters of faith and morals.”

“Lvery Catholic university, without ceasing to be a university, has a rela-
tionship to the Church that is essential to its institutional identity. . . .
One consequence of its essential relationship to the Church 1s that the
mstitutional fidelity of the university to the Christian message inchides a
recognition of and adherence to the teaching authority of the Church in

From the Apostolic Constitution of Pope John Paul IT
on Catholic Universities, Ex Corde Ecclesiae, 1990

Also In Memoriam

CHAUNCEY J. MEDBERRY,
II1., died in December at the age of 80).
Mr. Medberry had been a good Iriend
of the College, while serving on the
Fletcher Jones Foundation, that had
given more than one-hall million dol-
lars to the College since 1989,

For 44 years, Mr. Medberry
worked for the Bank of America, hav-
ing served in 1971 as Chairman of the
Board for 1t and BankAmerica Corp.
He retired in 1981 and served on the
board of Getty Oil, Co. THe also served
on the boards of Georgia-Pacific and the
engineering firm Daniel Mann Johnson
& Mendenhall.

Among his other charitable inter-
ests, Mr. Medberry served as a senior
trustee at Caltech, as overseer ol the
Huntington Library, a trustee ol Good
Samaritan Hospital, and foundations to
honor John Randolph Haynes and
Dora Haynes. He also sat on the boards
ol the Association of Reserve City Bank-
ers, the Independent Colleges of South-
crn California, the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic Association, and the Business
Advisory Commission for the 1984
Olympics. He further served on the
national advisory boards ol the Salva-
tion Army and Boy Scouts of America.

During World War II, Mr.
Medberry

participated 1in the

Normandy mvasion and later served in
the Pacific as a Navy Licutenant.

He 1s survived by his wile ol 39
years, the former Thirza Cole Young,
along with two sons, two daughters, and
[ive grandchildren.

NORMAN NEUERBURG, died
in December, at the age 71. Mr.
Neuerburg was the historical consultant
for the installation ol the ceiling in the
College’s St. Bernardine Library. Mr.
Neuerburg was a renowned art histo-
expert on
Califorma’s 21 historic missions and

rian, cducator, and
served as the historical consultant on the
original J. Paul Getty Museum.. He
helped form the California Mission
Studies Association to coordinate re-
search on preservation of the missions.

His fascination with art, architecture
and beautiful surroundings guided him
from his youth to his death. At 15, he
became the youngest tour guide at Mis-
sion San Fernando and over the vears
served as historical consultant for at least
one-third of the California missions.
Alter service in the Army artllery in
Italy during World War II, he earned
a bachelor’s degree in Greek from
UCLA and doctoral degrees in art his-
tory from the Institute of Fine Arts of
New York Unmversity. He returned to

Italy in 1955 as one ol 18 winners ol
the Rome Proze Fellowship to study
fine arts and classical studies at the
Rome Academy. He later taught at
UCLA, UC Berkeley, USC, and UC
Riverside, among others. Among his
books are The Decoration of the Cali-
fornia Missions and Saints of the Cali-
lornia Missions.

Although not a Catholic, Mr.
Neuerburg placed great value on tradi-
tional Catholic liturgy and architecture.
He became fond of the College and its
students and had donated art to the li-
brary. He provided much of his ser-
vices pro bono. He died of a stroke on
December 12, 1997, the Feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe.
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LEO E. BECHER, M.D.
Lancaster, Wisconsin
(Father ol College Financial Aid
Dir. Gregory Becher, Class ol 1980

ELIZABETH BURCH

Phoenix, Arizona

ANNE FUNK
Loomuis, California

BERNIE HEILER

Westlake Village, California

ANNETTE E.
MAYCHROWITZ

\

Please also remember. ..

MSGR. THOMAS
O’SULLIVAN
Los Angeles, California

YETTY PRYDZ
Santa Paula, California

DR. PAUL R. SCHMITZ

Ventura, California

LLOYD C. STRITE
Terra Bella, California

JAMES H. TANNAHILL
Santa Barbara, California

L. OWEN TRAYNOR
Los Angeles, California
(Founder and executive director of
the Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
International Apostolate)
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Dr. Dillon Discusses Catholic Higher Education on “Mother Angelica — Live!”

When last September the producers of “Mother Angelica - Live!” invited Col-
lege President Tom Dillon to appear on the show in February, little did they know
how propitious would be the timing of that appearance. On February 4, Mother
Angelica hosted Dr. Dillon and Admissions Director Tom Susanka on her show
to discuss Catholic higher education.

But days before, the popular show host and [ounder of the enormously suc-

cessful Eternal Word Television Network was healed [rom a life-long walking dis-
ability after a special Rosary . The day on which she was healed: January 28 — the
Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas.

“We've had many wonderful things happen this week, and one of them is
telling you about a college which not only teaches the truth, but the way they
teach it, and what they teach, allows vou to feel and be aware ol the awesome-
ness of God.”

“I want you all to think about many of your children who this year perhaps
may be ready for college. And I know [rom your letters and what you say to us
that vou're dishcartened. You spend a lot of money to send your children to
college, and they come home atheists.”

“I'm just happy that this network is here to present to you a real Catholic
College.”
Mother Angelica, February 4, 1998

On January 28, 1998 - The Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas - Mother Angelica was cured

from a lifelong walking disability. Above, Mother Angelica hosts Dr. Dillon on her
popular EWTN show, “Mother Angelica - Livel”

“I guess I better start praying to him,” she said, on her first televised appear-
ance on the show following her healing. “He may be telling me something.” With
characteristic humility, Mother Angelica downplayed her cure, which allows her to
walk normally now and without a brace. Instead, she asked for prayers that she
“walk always in the ways of the Lord.”

Mother Angelica devoted her entire program to showcasing the College. “I'm
just happy that this network is here to present to you a real Catholic college,” she
said. Mother introduced Dr. Dillon and Mr. Susanka by observing that they were
from a College brave enough to assert that “the essential purpose ol a Catholic
College is to educate under the light of faith,” and that “to keep a school Catholic,
one must be willing to risk its very existence.”

Dillon and Susanka fielded questions [rom Mother and [rom callers to the
station about why Thomas Aquinas College was founded, and what it has suc-
ceeded in doing over the years. Several imes, Mother paused to offer her own
endorsement of the College. “I'm so excited tonight, because this is an ideal Catholic
college,” she said. “I just hope you grow so fast that you can’t build buildings fast
enough.”

Interest in the show was high. EWTN producers later confirmed that nearly
10,000 people tried to place calls during the one-hour show. And over the next 24
hours at the College, a high volume of calls was received concerning student admis-

sions and giflting opportunities.

Enroll Now for Summer
High School Great Books Program

Students live in the dormitory resi- Last year, 60 students attended

dences and will be under adult supervi- — from 26 states. Almost half came from

Due to the immense popularity of

last summer’s High School Great Books
Program, the College will host two ses-
sions of 30 students each this coming
summer. The first session will run [rom

June 14-26, while the second session will

run from August 2-14.

The program is designed to ntro-
duce high-school age students to the
Great Books and to the seminar discus-
sion method ol instruction used at the
College. Students will read and discuss
works by Shakespeare, Fuclid, Plato,
Sophocles, C.S. Lewis, and Pascal,

among others.

sion at all times. Meals are included,
together with ample opportunity for rec-
reation. Daily Mass will also be offered.

Besides daily sports, an occasional
movie, and hiking in the surrounding
hills, there are trips planned to Los
Angeles to attend a concert and visit a
muscun, and to Santa Barbara to en-
joy the beach and historical sights.

the Midwest or East Coast. As one high
school junior exclaimed: “I learned
more in two weeks here than in my en-
tire high school hife to date.”

Cost for the program is $675, which
includes tuiton, room, and board.

For more information on the pro-
gram, or for an application, call the Ad-
missions Ollice, at (805) 525-4417.

May 16 Alumni Day

June 6 Commencement

July 24-26

July 17-19  Great Books Seminar I
Great Books Seminar 11

805/525-4417 » FAX 805/525-0620
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