
- Vienna's Archbishop Awarded Medallion

Cardinal Schonborn Addresses Graduates
" If you remember only these two words from my Commencement Address," said Christoph Cardinal Schonbom, O.P., "I will be very happy as a teacher: fundari

amicitiam - build up a friendship." The Archbishop of Vienna spoke before graduates and some 1,200 guests on the campus of Thomas Aquinas College on June 8. Fifty­nine seniors from 20 states, Canada, Austria, and Puerto Rico received Bachelor of Arts degrees in liberal arts. A close advisor to Pope John Paul II, Cardinal Schonbom received the College's St. Thomas Aquinas Medallion, an award reserved for those who have demonstrated extraordinary dedication to God and His Church. Schonbom served as Director of the Catechism of the Catholic Church which the Holy Father promulgated in 1994. And since his appointment as Archbishop of Vienna in 
1995, he has brought order and faith to an archdiocese that was rife with public scandal and controversy before his appointment. In 1996, he preached the Lenten spiritual exercises for the Pope and the Roman Curia. Since 1998, he has been President of the Austrian Bishops' Conference. Concelebrating the Baccalaureate Mass 

Cardinal Schonbom, who served as Director of the Catholic 

Catechism, has brought faith and order to the Archdiocese of 

Vienna which was rife with public scandal and controversy before 

his appointment with Cardinal Schonbom, and serving as principal homilist, was Fr. C. John McCloskey III, Director of the Catholic Information Center in the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. (See homily below.) Fr. McCloskey also serves as the U.S. representative for the ecclesiastical faculties of the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome and the University of Navarre in Pamplona, Spain. Cardinal Schonbom spoke on "Love and Friendship," (see column at right) expounding on the works of St. Thomas Aquinas regarding man's ability to form a friendship with God. "If there is a phrase that sums up the entire Summa Theowgica,it is, in my opinion, this fundari amicitiam God wishes to build up a friendship with His creatures. 
- 2002 Baccalaureate Homilist

The whole way of human and Christian life has its deepest sense in our building a friendship with God. And the entire ethics, the entire Christian morals, are summed up in the idea of building up friendship with God and among us." Senior Luke Reilander from Pembroke, Ontario, Canada, was elected by his classmates to give the Senior Address. (See page 7.) He spoke on the effects of religious conversion, drawing inspiration from his own experiences during his four years at the College. For a video tape of the Baccalaureate Mass and Commencement Ceremonies, contact Amanda Atkinson at Thomas Aquinas College 
(800) 634-9797.

Fr. C. John McCloskey Ill: "Go Out Into the Deep"

D espice in nos ("Look at us"). Due in altum ("Go �ut into the deep"). Laxate retia ("Lower your nets for a catch"). My brothers and sisters, we are at a turning point. This class of 2002 has crossed the threshold of hope this Great Jubilee Year, and is now ready to lower the nets for a great catch. We are now at a turning point, a time of transition. The forty years of confusion and turmoil in the Church throughout the world, but particularly in the West, is coming to an end. The reasons for this are many and, though 

this is not the moment to go into them in depth, they are due basically to a ma/interpretation of the documents of the Second Vatican Council and the lack of authentic implementation of them. Every graduate of this class will have known only one Holy Father,] ohn Paul II. We are in the waning years of his pontificate, although we pray that he has many years to go. But it is going to be his vision of the Second Vatican Council, along with the Bishops in communion with him, that is going to be what all of us here will be implementing the rest of our lives. His magisterial readings and writings will take a long time to implement, but they promise what we all anticipate, that springtime for the Church. We're told in one of the documents from the Pontifical Council for Culture that "faith has the power to get to the core of every culture and to purify it, to make it fruitful, to enrich it, and to make it blossom like the boundless love of Christ." The reception of Christ's message thus gives rise to a culture whose two fundamental components are, in a completely new way, the person and love. At the present moment, the world's only 
Continued, p. 2 

��Fundari Amicitiam -

Build up a Friendship" 2002 Commencement Address By Christoph Cardinal Schonborn 
I

hope you have learned a lot at Thomas AquinasCollege, and above all the one thing found in the heart of every happy Christian human life, namely, friendship. And that is what I would like to talk about - not only because I have learned in my own life that friendship is the most valuable of all goods, but because I am convinced that St. Thomas Aquinas made friendship the cenu·al point of all his theological works, by defining charity, doubtless the epitome of Cluistianity, as friendship. On what subject could a bishop, himself bearing the word 'friendship' on his episcopal crest, speak more appropriately at Thomas Aquinas College than charity as friendship, according to St. Thomas Aquinas? It is certainly not necessary to inu·oduce St. Thomas Aquinas at this college. But I should like to share and weigh up some thoughts with you which have pursued me for many years. For I believe that the tractate on love in the Secunda Secundae of the Summa Theowgica is in a sense the key to the theology of the Summa as a whole. I believe that in this tractate, a focal point, all the great themes and motifs of Aquinas are gathered together. Naturally, in the short space of this address it is impossible to present the whole tract. But I should at least like to 
try to present some of the core thoughts of Qy,aestio23, devoted to the nature of charily. 

"tf there is a phrase that sums up the 
entire Summa Theologica, it is, in my 

opinion, fundari amicitiam." 

St. Thomas begins his tractate on charity immediately with tl1e question whether this is friendship. Following his usual method, he starts with objections to this assumption. As ever, when St. Thomas tackles a major theme, these have some weight. He deliberately seems to present tl1e counter-arguments as strongly as possible, in order to make his reply clearer and better founded. (Dear students, you have certainly learned a lot about this method, not making the opponent seem bad and small, but putting his arguments forward as strongly and cogently as possible, thus emphasizing the seriousness of the battle for truth. St. Thomas never felt it necessary to put down those who thought 
Continued, jJ. 8 
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