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Commmencement 1993

Sir Daniel Donohue and
Bishop John Myers Challenge
Graduates to a Life of Faith

orty-one seniors, the largest
graduating class since the
founding of Thomas Aquinas

College in 1971, received the Bachelor
of Arts degree during commencement
ceremonies held June rz. Sir Daniel J.
Donohue, a great patron of the
Catholic church and her institutions of
healing and learning, delivered the
commencement address and was also
honored as the recipient in 1993 of the
St. Thomas Aquinas Medallion.

In his address, Mr. Donohue
departed from his prepared notes and
spoke movingly of the need to
defend—with intelligence, confidence,
and compassion—the Catholic Church

message of Christ which, first and fore-
most, is to be concerned for our own
souls and then for the souls of our
brothers and sisters. And we do this by
the way we live, by the example we give
our neighbors.”

Mr. Donohue commended Thomas
Aquinas College for the quality of its
education and the depth of its spiritual
life, saying, “As Scripture puts it, “The
seed has fallen on good ground.” God
has indeed blessed this place.”

In a ceremony preceding the com-
mencement address, William Weber
Smith, chairman of the college Board of
Governors, presented Mr. Donohue
with the St. Thomas Aquinas Medallion.
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and her teachings. “We are at war,” he
said, “at war against the power of evil,
and you graduates are going into the
world, as the Gospel says, among the
wolves. But don’t be afraid, let them
have it—full blast. Don’t be ashamed,
profess your faith.

“We, and I include myself because I
often think, ‘You're getting older your-
self Donohue—what are you going to
leave behind you? Have you been
unafraid in proclaiming Christ as the
Son of God, in proclaiming that the
Church, in her divine mission, was
mandated by Christ to go forward and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit2’—We then, all of us, must
take with us from this sacred place the

Sir Daniel Donohue acknowledges the spiritual authority of Bishop Myers.

.

The St. Thomas Aquinas Medallion
was established by the college in 1975
to recognize persons who have demon-
strated by their lives and work an
extraordinary dedication to God and to
the Catholic Church. Among previous
recipients are Mother Teresa, John
Cardinal O’Connor, and United States
Congressman Henry J. Hyde.

The Most Reverend John J. Myers,
Bishop of Peoria, served as presiding
prelate for the day’s events. In his
homily at the Mass of the Holy Spirit,
Bishop Myers stressed the unchanging
truth of the Gospel. “The primary pas-
toral duty of anyone with such respon-
sibility in the Church is the proclama-
tion of the truth unto sanctification,”
he said. “It means preaching the truth,
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Graduating seniors Maria Berquist, Victoria Wallace, and Melanie MclLean

the whole truth, in season and out of
season. [t means calling people to a
deep personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. This truth is a reality which can
touch us more profoundly than we can
imagine. It calls us beyond the world of
our own subjectivity, testing the limits
within which we are all too often
tempted to compromise.

“Pastors who fail to call their peo-
ple to conversion deprive them of an
opportunity for life-giving contact with
the God who has revealed himself and
shared himself in Jesus Christ.

“The need for saints is as great
today as ever. That is the challenge
which I offer—and which the Church
offers—to these honored graduates of
Thomas Aquinas College. We must all
strive to cooperate with the grace of
Christ in our personal and communal
sanctification. The answers to the prob-
lems of humankind are to be found in
Christ. This must be confidently pro-
claimed and confidently lived.”

John M. Berg, who delivered the
senior address, described an experience
common to many students when they
first enter Thomas Aquinas College—
shock at how the curriculum and spiri-
tual enviroment challenge their pre-
conceptions.

“When we arrived,” he said, “the
majority of my classmates agreed with
me that an education meant preparing
to get a job and being Catholic meant
going to Mass on Sundays.”

“Fortunately,” he continued, “all of
us have changed from what we were
then. We have all made great strides in
knowledge and more importantly in
our faith.

“The cause of this change is not
due simply to growing four years older;
many of my friends who attended other

Catholic colleges have either lost the
faith or at least believe that it is utterly
indefensible.

“Instead, this increase in faith and
knowledge has followed from two prin-
cipal causes: the intellectual discussions

We must take with us
from this sacred place the
message of Christ.

—Daniel Donohue

both in and outside of the classroom
and from living in an environment
which strives to be truly and
unashamedly Catholic. God has used
Thomas Aquinas College to present to
us a full picture of the faith.”

In closing, college president
Thomas E. Dillon delivered the tradi-
tional charge to the graduates, which
states in part, “You are charged, begin-
ning this day, with maintaining,
defending, and protecting your
Catholic heritage—its faith, its hope,
its charity, and all its learning and cul-
ture.”

The graduates responded by singing
Non nobis Domine, “Not to us, O Lord,
not to us, but to thy name give glory,”
which concluded the ceremony and
ordered it to its proper end. ¥

Freshman Class SAT Score
261 Points Above National Norm

7T *he College Board has reported
A that the average SAT score for
the class of 1993 is go2 points, three
points above last year’s national aver-
age. The component scores were 424
verbal, 478 math.

Compare this with the average
SAT score for the new freshman class
at Thomas Aquinas College: 1,163
points—s;82 verbal, 581 math.

The college’s 67 freshmen come
from 23 states and 4 foreign coun-
tries; 31% have had previous college
experience.

Thomas Aquinas College has con-
sistently attracted students of high
academic achievement, a large num-
ber of whom—as above—leave other
colleges and universities to begin over
again here as freshmen. ¥
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Stations of

the Cross:
A Gift of the
Senior Class

Each year the senior class presents a
parting gift to the college, and this
year was no exception. What was
exceptional, however, was the scale of
the gift—the 14 stadons of the cross
situated along a picturesque 150-yard
path carved out of the hillside separat-
ing the upper from the fower campus.
The senior gift was itself the result
of another gift. Earlier this year St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish in Ojai sold
the building which had previously been
its parish church to the city of Ojai,
and the parish graciously donated the
pews, stations of the cross, and a statue
of the Blessed Virgin to the college.
Transforming the stations intc an
outdoor tableau proved to be a
demanding task. Students cleared an
area on the hillside and constructed a
path, which included building a natural
stone staircase connecting the upper
string of stations to the lower. They
also cleaned and repainted the stations
and mounted them in weather-tight
boxes which were then attached to
wooden crosses. The cross for station
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12, Jesus dies, is 12 feet high. The
other stations are mounted on eight-
foot crosses. A life-sized stone sepul-
chre placed just beyond station 14 adds
a dramatically somber note.

The 14 stations, with their vivid
colors, effectively draw the contempla-
tive viewer into Christ’s passion, and
this identification is further reinforced
by the natural setting, which adds a
sense of realism not experienced in the
interior of a church.

Key to the completion of the pro-
ject was Father Wilfred Borden,
O.M.IL, who was appointed a chaplain

Father Wilfred Borden and senior John Berg stand before station é.

at the college in the fall of 19o2.
Before coming to Thomas Aquinas
College, he bad been a rector at Pang-
born Hall, Notre Dame University, {or
11 years, and before that he had taught
in high schools and Indian schools in
Canada for 26 years.

Father Borden is the youngest of 13
children and grew up in a smail village
in Nova Scotia, where his father was a
carpenter and lobster fisherman. There
Father Borden learned his carpentry
skills.

Joe Kuddes, the husband of Glee
Kuddes, manager of college food ser-

vices, also contributed his time and tal-
ent to the project. He welded the metal
brackets which were set in concrete to
hold the massive crosses in place.

Father Borden also oversaw the
removal, renovation, and reinstallation
in the college chapel of the pews that
had been in the St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish church. Students installed the
pews during semester break, and the
first Mass with the pews in place was
celebrated on Tuesday, February 2.

Father Borden is impressed by the
depth of spiritual life on campus. “The
students are very concerned about the
quality of their Christian life,” he said.
“There is no hesitation to talk about
things that are of importance to them
as far as their personal reladonship to
God or the development of their own
character is concerned.” &

The new pews are a welcome addition
T é =




Liberal
Education
and
Civilization
President Thomas Dillon’s
Speech to the Student Body

on the Occasion of the

Matriculation of the Freshman
Class, September 13,1993

Over a century ago, John Henry

Cardinal Newman opened the
school of philosophy and letters at his
newly founded Catholic University of
Ireland with a lectore addressed to its
faculty and students. In his lecture,
Cardinal Newman explained that a
common civilization has developed in
the West which, though nurtured in
various soils, is most strongly rooted in
ancient Greece and Palestine. Especial-
ly noteworthy is the fact that the Word
of God became tncarnate within this
civilization which, in consequence, has
been further cultivated and formed by
Christianity. According to Newman,
this civilization is based upon common
principles, views, teachings, and espe-
cially books: indeed, the classics and
the liberal studies to which they give
rise have always been, he said, what the
civilized world has adopted as the
instruments of education.
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Cardinal Newman’s purpose in his
opening lecture was to invest the inau-
guration of the school of philosophy
and letters with a solemnity and
moment of a peculiar kind. Those who
were embarking upon the endeavor
were, in his words, “but reiterating an
old tradition in carrying on those
angust methods of enlarging the mind,
cultivating the intellect, and refining
the feelings in which the process of
civilization ever consisted.”
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Brigid Sinnott of Cork, Ireland, signs

the registrar’s book at matriculation.

I tell yvou of Newman’s lecture for
two reasons: first, to note that as the
third millennium is in sight, we at
Thomas Aquinas College are doing the
same kind of thing that Newman so
vigorously espoused. We, too, are
about to engage again in those venera-
ble studies which shape the intelligence
and lead to a knowledge of the highest
truths. Such studies do serve to perpet-
uate what is best in our civilization—
indeed, if Newman is right, such. stud-
ies make civilization possible.

Secondly, I wish to point out that
within his lecture Newman exhorted
his students to stand firm in the face of
what he understood to be a movement
in his day against the classics. He saw
clearly that practical exigencies are one

thing, the cultvation of the intellect
quite another, and he resolutely upheld
the importance of liberal education. I
say this to you because while a consid-
eration of the seven liberal arts and the
studies to which they lead reveals both
their intrinsic superiority for forming
the mind and their superiority with
regard to what is known, no school
exists in the abstract—and you are
undergoing your studies at a particular
time and in a particalar educadonal cli-
mate. As is probably already clear to
you, we are witnessing in our own day
a wide-spread and vigorous attack
against the classics and against the
whole of liberal learning. We are being
urged from every quarter to abandon
what is perennial and worthwhile in
itself in favor of what is thought to be
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of course, shortsighted at
best. For, as Newman rightly pointed
out, if our civilization is to survive, we
cannot ignore those studies which have
nourished and sustained it. No matter
how gloricus the bloom of civilization
may seem, if it be cut off from its
roots, it can only whither and die.

In any case, you find yourselves
about to begin your studies here at
a time when there are pressures
from all sides to cast away what is
seen as old and outdated and to
reject the substantial in favor of
the expedient. These pressures can
be powerful, but my advice to you
is simply to ignore them—and to
whole-heartedly embrace your
program of liberal studies.

Socrates tells us that the unexam-
ined life is not worth living. In your
four years here you will intensely live
the examined life. You will consider
nature, the human soul, and God. You

will wonder about quantity, about
motion, and about the heavens. Plaro
will help you to see what you do not
know and quicken your desire to seek
the true and the good. Aristotle will
distinguish and make more accessible
to you the things that can be naturally

known. Augustine will bring you face
N
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to face with Christ, and Aquinas will
introduce you to the sublime mysteries
of the Trinity. You will, through this
program, wonder about the most
important questions facing any man in
any age—and if you foster your sense
of wonder and take your studies seri-
ously, you will make a firm beginning
ont the road to wisdom.

Your intelligence is your greatest
gift from God, and your mind is made
to know. In undertaking this program
of liberal studies, you have an opportu-
nity to engage in the highest kind of
activity and the most worthwhile in
itself. So let us put away for awhile the
transient, the inconsequental, and the
mundane, in order to reach for the
enduring, the noble, and the divine.

You are heirs of a precious intellec-
tual patrimony. The Catholic tradition
of liberal learning is the greatest the
world has seen. For not only does it
respect the deepest thinkers through
the ages, it finally rests on the Word of
God himself. Our Catholic faith is a
sure guide in our intellectual endeav-
ors, and as it elevates our studies it
invests them with a wisdom that is
divine in its origin, and therefore sure
in iis direction and resplendent in its
end.

Let us, then, begin our academic
year with confidence and with hope,
and let us pursue our studies with
determination and with vigor. ¥

College Is

Blessed With
Statue of
Father Serra

illiam H. Hannon, Southern

California real estate developer
and businessman, has donated a life-
size bronze statue of Blessed Junipero
Serra to Thomas Aquinas College. Mr.
Hannon is also chairman of the Fritz
B. Burns Foundation, whose generosi-
ty has greatly benefited the college.

The gift is in memory of his late
mother, Eugenie B. Hannon, whom he
credits for instilling in him a love for
Blessed Serra. So that Father Serra’s
legacy might be kept alive among stu-
dents in California, Hannon, through
the William Hannon Foundation, has
donated 30 of the statues to schools
throughout the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles.

“It is fitting that Junipero Serra be
venerated here,” college president
Thomas Dillon said at the dedication
ceremony. “After receiving a liberal
education with a curriculum much like
ours, he earned degrees in philosophy
and theology, and, in fact, was a pro-
fessor of philosophy even before his
ordination to the priesthood.
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Dedication day ceremonies

“In 1749, recruiters who represent-
ed Spanish missionary colleges visited
Serra’s Lullian University to seek men
who would evangelize the natives of
the Spanish colonies. 'The middle-aged
theology professor’s life was changed
forever when, after much prayer, he
asked to be considered as a missionary.

“Blessed Serra is particularly asso-
ciated with California and with
Ventura County, to which he first
brought Christianity. He was a scholar,
a man of practical affairs, and a living
manifestation of Jesus Christ to all
those he encountered.”

The statue of Blessed Serra—after
extensive research—was sculpted and
cast by Dale Smith and is prominently
located at the center of campus. ¥

Ground is
Broken for
the Library,

$500,000 Gift
Received

n May 20, Ascension Thursday,

the college held a ceremony to
bless and break the ground for the new
St. Bernardine Library. The day’s
events consisted of a Mass, sung by the
college choir, followed by a procession
to the building site.

After the blessing of the ground and
an invocation, Dr. William W. Smith,
chairman of the college Board of Gov-
ernors, and college president Thomas
E. Dillon each spoke briefly. Miss
Rosemary E. Donohue, also a board
member, represented the Dan Murphy
Foundation, the project’s largest donor.

Special recognition was given to
Mrs. Viltis Jatulis, college librarian
since 1971, who has labored long and
hard to build the collection which will
be housed in the new building.

In August, Sir Daniel J. Donohue,
president of the Dan Murphy Founda-
tion, notified President Dillon that the
foundation is contributing an addition-
al $500,c00 to the library fund. This
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William Smith, Rosemary
Donchue, and President
Dillon turn the soil.

splendid act of generosity is a signifi-
cant step toward the final realization of
the project.

According to Peter DeLuca, vice
president for development, less than
$380,000 of the $2.4 million needed
for the library project remains to be
pledged or conuibuted. “We are mak-
ing an all-out effort to obtain commit-
ments in this amount,” he said. “The
college needs this building—it is to be
the first of four whose completion will
allow us to expand the student body.
Pledges may be made payable as far in
the future as the end of 1994.”

Site preparation for the building
commenced in early June, and actual
construction should soon begin. #



Templeton
Foundation
and Money
‘Magazine
Cite College

s reported in the last issue of the
Newsletter, the Western Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges, in reaf-
firming the accreditation of Thomas
Aquinas College, noted that “In the
best tradition of a residential college,
students characterize the College as
character building in that ‘it not only
teaches you, it changes you.””

The John Templeton Foundation
has seconded this observation by nam-
ing Thomas Aquinas College to its
Honor Roll for Character Building
Colleges. The Honor Roll, compiled
yearly by polling presidents and devel-
opment directors of all four-year accred-
ited institutions of higher education in
the United States, lists those schools
which “best exemplify campuses that
encourage the development of strong
moral character among students.”

The Templeton Foundation estab-
lished the Honor Roll to provide stu-
dents, parents, and philanthropists
with a valid means of discerning which
educational institutions promote high
principles and traditions. Of the 111
Honor Roll schools selected in 1993,
73 are church affiliated; of these 73,

The
John Templeton
Foundation

1993.94
HONOR
ROLL

For Character
Building Colleges

eight are Catholic.

Value is also an important consid-
eration in selecting a college, and
Money Magazine’s newly released
1994 edition of the Money Guide to Best
College Buys Now ranks Thomas
Aquinas College as one of the 15 best
educational values in the western
United States. The guide’s rankings
are based on 15 separate criteria,
including faculty resources, graduation
rates, and percentage of graduates who
go on to professional or graduate
schools.

Tn its breakdown of individual col-
leges and universities, Money Guide
gives Thomas Aquinas College a num-
ber one rating in student academic
level. This rating is based on. the class
standing, grade point average, and
SAT or ACT score of each incoming
freshman. §#
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Pope Names
Three Friends
of the College
to Pontifical
Order

Pope John Paul II has conferred
admission to the Poniifical Order
of Saint Gregory the Great upon
Rosemary E. Donohue, William A.
Wilson, and Richard A. Grant, Jr. The
two men were named Knights and
Miss Donohue a Dame, one of the first
thirteen women in the world to be so
honored.

Both Mr. Wilson and Miss Dono-
hue serve on the Board of Governors
of Thomas Aquinas College; Mr.
Grant is vice president of the Dan
Murphy Foundation, whose generosity

Phota L'Osservatore Romano

to the college has been instrumental in
its growth.

Established by Gregory XVI in
1831, the order is conferred on per-
sons who are distinguished for person-
al character and reputation, and for
notable accomplishment. The pontiff
named the new order for his namesake
Saint Gregory the Great (540-604),
one of the four great Latin doctors of
the Church. 8

Dr. McArthur Honored in D.C.

he Heritage Foundation’s Salva-

tori Center for Academic Leader-
ship has awarded Ronald P. McArthur,
co-founder and president emeritus of
Thomas Aquinas College, $10,000 in
recognition of his academic achieve-
ments.

“Dr. McArthur received the award
for his exemplary leadership in higher
education,” said Charles Heatherly,
Heritage Foundation vice president for
academic relations. “He accomplished
the herculean task of founding a new
private college in 1971 dedicated to
the highest standard of teaching and
leadership.”

Leonard P. Liggio, Salvatori Advi-
sory Council chairman and professor
at George Mason University, present-
ed the award, which he characterized
as a “small Nobel Prize,” at a ceremo-
ny held in Washington, D.C.

In a private conversation, Dr.

Dr. McArthur (right) and Leonard Liggio
at the awards ceremony
McArithur reflected on the founding of
the college, giving special credit to
Peter Del.uca, current vice president
for development at the college, and
Doyle Swain, now deceased, but who
at that tme was affiliated with Pep-
perdine University. “I didn’t know if
we could raise the money,” Dr.
McArthur said, “but I thought T had a
moral obligation before God to try to

establish the college.” ¥

“What a Heavenly Weekend!”
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Father James Montanaro, President Dilion, and guests enjoy Sunday brunch.

he Great Books Summer Seminar

Weekends at Thomas Aquinas
College offer their participants a vaca-
tion unlike any other, and to accom-
modate the increased demand, the col-
lege hosted two Summer Seminar
Weekends this year, one in July and
the other in August.

After the opening Friday night
reception and dinner, the guests
assembled in St. Augustine Hall for
their first two-hour seminar. To be
considered was a dialogue of Plato:
Socrates is standing outside the
Athenian court where he is defending
his life against a charge of impiety, and
he happens wpon Euthyphro, a selt-
professed expert on the gods who is
prosecuiing his own father for murder.

"This provocative situation generat-
ed a vigorous discussion among the
seminar participants about the right
relation between parents and children,
nations and their citizens, God and
man—and the general nature of piety.
As is often the case at the college, the
participants carried the conversation
beyond the classroom and continued it
outside under the stars.

Saturday morning began with a
Mass celebrated by college alumni Fr.
James Montanaro, O.V. M., home on a
visit from his missionary work in Chile,
and Fr. James Garceau, C.R.1.C., who
is based in Los Angeles.

After eating breakfast and exploring
the grounds, the guests met for the
second seminar, a discussion of Shake-
speare’s King Lear. The aging Lear,
captive to his own self-indulgence,
divides his kingdom between his two
evil daughters and disinherits the
daughter who truly loves him because
she refuses to play the flattering syco-
phant. Lear’s decision sets in motion a
tragic train of events which leaves no
one untouched.

The majesty and descriptive power
of Shakespeare’s prose set the stage for
a fruitful discussion on, once again, the
proper relation between parents and
children and on the consequences of
the manner of a child’s upbringing.
The question of the responsibility of
rulers was also examined. .

The seminar that evening focused
on two selections from the Summa
Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas:
Question LXXXT, “Of Religion,” and
Question CI, “Of Piety.” St. Thomas
argues that religion and piety are two
distinct virtues. Piety is the rendering
of the special honor due to parents and
country as the sources of our being,
while religion is the rendering to God
of the honor due him as the source of
our being in the fullest sense.

Atlthough the texts answered many

questons that had arisen in the partici-
pants’ minds as a result of the previous
seminars, they provoked questions of
their own, especially concerning the
reverence due one’s country.

Sunday morning, after a sung
Novus Ordo Latin Mass, the guests
assernbled at the home of college pres-
ident Thomas Dillon, who, with his
‘wife Terri, hosted a farewell brunch.
Both President Dillon and Dean Kevin
Kolbeck participated in the seminars,
as did Vice President for Development
Peter DeLuca. Totor Michael McLean
rounded out the teaching staff.

The guests at the two Summer
Seminars were James and Judy Barrett,
Phil Cronin, Harry Browne, Jennifer
Browne, Robert Dahl, Daniel Dono-
hue, Rosemary Donohue, Eleanor
Flannery, Patricia Fawcett, Irances
Hilton, Richard Holm, George and
Helen Jost, Paul Kemp, Susan Madi-
son, Ed and Betty Martin, Francis
Montgomery, Olga Orellana, Kay Pai-
etta, Byron and Nancy Pinckert,
Catherine Rottier, Fred Ruopp, Bill
and Gerry Smith, Stanford Storey,
Lenore Sturdy, Don and Rita Swartz,
Jeff Thomassen, Rita Trachte, and
Ingrid Van Der Hope.

One guest commented, “What a
heavenly weekend! Everyone and
everything we encountered was so well
executed and organized—you compet-
ed with the finest hotels.” Another
said, “It was an exciting and stimulat-
ing learning experience in a college
surrounded by natural beauty. Not one
detail for our total comfort had been
omitted.” And finally, “The three days
I spent at the college brought me
peace. It was the kind of peace I
haven’t had in a very long time.”

It is the combination of the intel-
lectual life, the spiritual life, the set-
ting, the hospitality, and the company
of good people that makes a Great
Books Summer Seminar Weekend
such a rewarding experience, one con-
ducive to the peace mentioned above.

Next summer the college will again
host two Summer Seminar Weekends
on campus, and a third, to be conducted
on the east coast, is under consideration.
‘The college may also conduct a similar
program for alumni. For information on
any aspect of the seminars, please call
Peter Deliuca at 8oo/634-9797. #
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